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Christ is among us! He is and always will be!
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Today we commemorate the Third Day of the The Entrance of the Theotokos into the Temple. According to the tradition of
the Church, the Theotokos was brought to the Temple at three years of age, where she was consecrated to God and spent her
days until she was fourteen or fifteen years old; and then, as a mature maiden, by the common counsel of the priests (since her
parents had reposed some three years before), she was betrothed to Joseph.

We also commemorate Saint Amphilochius, Bishop of Iconium, who was born in Cappadocia, shone forth in asceticism and
divine knowledge even from his youth. He was consecrated Bishop of Iconium in 341, he struggled courageously against the
blasphemies of Eunomius, Macedonius the enemy of the Holy Spirit, and the followers of Arius. He was present at the Second
Ecumenical Council of the 150 Fathers, which took place in Constantinople, convoked during the reign of Theodosius the Great
in the year 381. In 383 Amphilochius wished to persuade the Emperor Theodosius to forbid the Arians from gathering in
Constantinople and to commit the churches to the Orthodox, but the Emperor was reluctant to do such a thing. The next time that
Amphilochius entered the palace, he addressed Theodosius with proper honor, but slighted his young son Arcadius in his
presence. Theodosius was indignant, and said the dishonor shown to his son was equally an insult to himself. To this Saint
Ampbhilochius answered that as he would not suffer an insult to his son, so he ought to believe that God is wroth with those who
blaspheme His Only-begotten. Saint Theodosius understood and admired Amphilochius' ingenious device, and he issued the
desired edict in September of the same year. Saint Amphilochius, having reached deep old age, reposed in peace about the year
395. Saint Basil the Great wrote many letters to Saint Amphilochius, his friend and Fellow champion of the Faith, and at his request
wrote his treatise On the Holy Spirit, which besides demonstrating the divinity of the Holy Spirit and His equality with the Father
and the Son, defends the Church's unwritten ancient traditions, such as making the sign of the Cross, turning towards the East in
prayer, no kneeling on Sunday, and so forth.

Prior week’s donations: $841 (including all cash, checks, and electronic deposits). Our
weekly expenses run about $1700. If we get 30 people (i.e., all the men, women, and children,
combined), that amounts to about $57 per person. We appreciate your generosity. St Jacob’s
couldn’t survive without your support!
How can you join in the mission and vision of St Jacob's, the only Melkite community
in San Diego County? First, by participating in the life of our community and attending our
worship services. Second, if you cannot attend regularly, please pray for the well-being of our
Melkite mission. Third, your financial support is crucial for the longevity of St Jacob's. Please
give generously to Sunday collections, mail your donations to PO Box 231328, San Diego, CA
92193, or visit our online giving web page: stjacobmelkite.org/giving for electronic options. St
Jacob’s can’t exist without your stewardship! May the Lord bless your generosity.
Melkite Pastoral Appeal: The 2025 Melkite Pastoral (formerly Bishop’s) Appeal is underway.
You should have received your envelope in the mail. If not, please see Fr Shaun. Donations
are also accepted online at https://flocknote.com/melkite-pastoral-appeal/#GIVE.
Parish Anniversary and Patronal Feast: Many thanks to all who organized and participated
in our celebratory family night marking our anniversary and our patronal feast! 4
. . . . . . belongs the kingdom of heaven.”
Remember in your prayers: All who are sick, suffering or recovering from illness, especially )
Fr. Nicholas Zachariades, Randy Abdou, Samir Khbais, Dcn. Edward Bagdasar, Eduardo Mt 19:14
Rame, Alfonso Hababa, Suad Maria, Matthew Medina, Samir Shamieh, Alice Boghos, Emil Shami and Nassim and Soumaya
Nasser. All those affected by the violence in Ukraine, Gaza and Lebanon. We remember the Christians being persecuted in Syria
and throughout the Middle East. We remember also all who have fallen asleep in the hope of new life, especially Steve Gaines
and Najeeb Bagdasar (40-day memorial today).

“L et the children come to me, and
do not hinder them; for to such

ANTIPHON of the Feast:

1- Great is the Lord and wholly to be praised in the city of
our God, in His holy mountain!

*Though the prayers of the Mother of God, O Savior save
us!

2- Glorious things have been said of you, O City of God!

3- God is within her castle; renowned is He as a stronghold.

Troparion of the Resurrection: (Tone 7)

You destroyed Death by Your cross. You opened paradise
to the thief. You changed the weeping of the myrrh-bearers,
and commanded Your apostles to proclaim that You, O
Christ God, have risen, granting to the world great mercy.

Troparion of the Presentation: (Tone 4)

Today is the prelude of the benevolence of God, and the
announcement of the salvation of men. In the Temple of
God the Virgin is seen openly, foretelling to all the coming
of Christ. Wherefore let us cry to her in a loud voice, "Hail!
O fulfillment of the Creator's plan!"

Troparion of St. Jacob, Brother of the Lord: (Tone 4)
As a disciple of the Lord, you received the Gospel, O holy
Jacob. As a martyr, you displayed unyielding will. As a
brother of God, you have special power with Him. As a
hierarch, you have the right of intercession. Intercede,
therefore, with Christ God that he may save our souls.
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Kondakion - Presentation of the Theotokos: (Tone 4)
The most pure Temple of our Holy Savior, and the most
precious and bright Bridal Chamber, the Virgin, sacred
treasury of the glory of God, openly appears today in the
Temple of the Lord, bringing with her the grace of the Most
Holy Spirit. Wherefore the angels of God are singing: “This
is the heavenly Tabernacle!”

EPISTLE: EPHESIANS 2:14-22

TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
PROKIMENON: Ps.28: 11,1 (Tone 7)

The Lord will give strength to his people; the Lord will bless
his people with peace.

Stichon: Give to the Lord, you sons of God, give to the Lord
glory and praise.

READING from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians
BRETHREN, Christ is our peace. He it is who has made
both [Jews and Gentiles] one, and has broken down the
intervening wall of the enclosure, the enemy, in his flesh.
He has voided the Law of commandments expressed in
decrees, so that of the two he might create in himself one
new man, and make peace, and reconcile both in one body
to God through the cross, having destroyed their enmity
within himself. And as he came, he announced the good
tidings of peace to you who were far away, and of peace to
those who were near: because through him we both have
access in one Spirit to the Father. Therefore, you are now
no longer strangers or foreigners, but citizens with the
saints and members of God’s household: you are built upon
the foundation of the apostles and prophets (Cf.Is.28: 16)
with Christ himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the
whole structure is closely fitted together and grows into a
temple holy in the Lord; in him you too are being built
together into a dwelling place for God in the Spirit.
ALLELUIA: Ps.91: 1,2 (Tone 7)

It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praises to your
Name, O Most High!

Stichon: To proclaim your kindness at dawn and your
faithfulness throughout the night.

Gospel: 9t of Holy Cross, Luke 12: 16-21 (The Rich Fool)
The Lord told this parable: “The land of a certain rich man
brought forth abundant crops. And he began to consider,
saying, ‘What shall | do, for | have no room to store my
crops?’ And he said, ‘Il will do this: | will pull down my barns
and build larger one, and there | will store up all my grain
and my goods. And | will say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have
many good things laid up for many years; take your ease,
eat, drink, be marry.” But God said to him, “You fool, this
very night, you must give up your life; and the things you
have provided, whose will they be?’ So is the man who lays
up treasure for himself, and is not rich as regards God.”
After he had said this, he cried out, “He who has ears to
hear, let him hear.”

Hirmos of the 9'" Ode of the Feast: (Tone 4)

The angels were stunned as they saw the virgin coming in:
“How has she entered in glory into the Holy of Holies?” O
Mother of God, you are the living Ark of God: no profane
hand may touch you. But the lips of the faithful will never
cease to sing your praise, repeating with joy the angel’s
words: “O pure Virgin, you are indeed raised above all
creatures!”

Kinonikon: Praise the Lord...

Post-communion: We have seen the true Light...
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SAINT JACOB MELKITE GREEK~-CATHOLIC CHURCH

Follow Like Watch Visit
Give with a St. Jacob accepts bank transfer _ .
. via Zelle and credit cards via Give with a
banking

app.

PayPal. Scan one of the QR codes
to donate now. Or sign up for
automatic weekly or monthly

donations at sjmelkite.org/pledge.

credit card.
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