Sunday, October 12, 2025 Christ is among us! He is and always will be!
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St. Jacob Melkite / ¢
Greek-Catholic Church ',

Serving San Diego Since 1990
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I do not worship matter, but the Creator of matter, who for my sake became material and deigned to dwell in
matter, who through matter effected my salvation... —St. John of Damascus

Today, the Sunday that falls on October 11t or the Sunday immediately thereafter, we commemorate the Second Council
of Nicaea (aka the Seventh Ecumenical Council), which was convened by Patriarch Tarasius in 787 during the reign of
Empress Irene and her son, Constantine Porphyrogenitus. One of the most notable outcomes of the council was the
overturning of the edict issued in 726 which supported iconoclasm. Upending iconoclasm, though, entailed the exploration
of deeper matters of faith, such as the character of Christ’'s nature, the Christian understanding of the material plane of
existence, and the meaning of redemption and the salvation of the cosmos.

Prior week’s donations: $1326 (including all cash, checks, and electronic deposits). Our weekly expenses run about $1700. If
we get 30 people (i.e., all the men, women, and children, combined), that amounts to about $57 per person. \We appreciate your
generosity. St Jacob’s couldn’t survive without your support!

How can you join in the mission and vision of St Jacob's, the only Melkite community in San Diego County? First, by
participating in the life of our community and attending our worship services. Second, if you cannot attend regularly, please pray
for the well-being of our Melkite mission. Third, your financial support is crucial for the longevity of St Jacob's. Please give
generously to Sunday collections, mail your donations to PO Box 231328, San Diego, CA 92193, or visit our online giving web
page: https://stiacobmelkite.org/giving for electronic options. St Jacob’s can’t exist without your stewardship! May the Lord
bless your generosity.

Remember in your prayers: All who are sick, suffering or recovering from iliness, especially Dina Gaggi, Randy Abdou, Samir
Khbais, Dcn. Edward Bagdasar, Eduardo Rame, Alfonso Hababa, Suad Maria, Matthew Medina, Samir Shamieh, Alice Boghos,
Emil Shami and Nassim and Soumaya Nasser. All those affected by the violence in Ukraine, Gaza and Lebanon. We remember
the Christians being persecuted in Syria and throughout the Middle East. We remember also all who have fallen asleep in the
hope of new life, especially Micheline Haggar, Sherry Maurice, and Najeeb Bagdasar (funeral tomorrow at 11am). May their
memory be eternal!
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controversies and genealogies and quarrels, and disputes
about the Law, for they are useless and futile.

Avoid a factious man after warning him once or twice, knowing
that such a man is perverted and sins, since he is condemning
himself.

When | send Artemas or Tychicus to you, make every effort to
meet me at Nicopolis, for | have decided to spend the winter
there. Help Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their way, taking
care that they lack nothing. And let our people also learn to
excel in good works, in order to help cases of urgent need so
that they may not be unfruitful. All my companions greet you.
Greet those who love us in the faith. The grace of God be with
all of you. Amen.

ALLELUIA: (Tone 7) Ps.43: 2; 33: 18

O God, our ears have heard, our fathers have declared to us
the deeds you did in their days, in the days of old.

Stichon: The just cried out, and the Lord heard them, and he
delivered them from all their trials.

Gospel of the 4th Sunday after Holy Cross (Luke 8: 5-15)
The Holy Gospel According to St. Luke the Evangelist:
The Lord told this parable: “The sower went out to sow his
seed. And as he sowed, some seed fell by the wayside and
was trodden under foot, and the birds of the air ate it up. And
other seed fell upon the rock, and as soon as it had sprung up
it withered away, because it had no moisture. And other seed
fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang up with it and choked
it. And other seed fell upon good ground, and sprang up and
yielded fruit a hundred-fold.” As he said these things he cried
out, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear!” But his disciples
then began to ask him what this parable meant. He said to
them, “To you it is given to know the mystery of the kingdom of
God, but to the rest in parables, that ‘Seeing, they may not see,
and hearing they may not understand.” Now the parable is this:
The seed is the word of God. And those by the wayside are
they who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the
word from their heart, that they may not believe and be saved.
Now those upon the rock are they who, when they have heard,
receive the word with joy; and these have no root, but believe
for a while, and in time of temptation fall away. And that which
fell among the thorns, these are they who have heard, and as
they go their way are choked by the cares and riches and
pleasures of life, and their fruit does not ripen. But that upon
good ground, these are they who, with a right and good heart,
having heard the word, hold it fast, and bear fruit in patience.”
When he had said this, he cried out “He who has ears to hear,
let him hear!”

Hymn to the Theotokos: It is truly right ...

Kinonikon: Praise the Lord ...

Post-communion: We have seen the true Light ...
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SAINT JACOB MELKITE GREEK-CATHOLIC CHURCH

Wednesday Vespers 7:15 pm Confessions after services & by appt Sunday Orthros & Divine Liturgy 11 am
at Holy Angels Byzantine Catholic Church, 2235 Galahad Road
Mailing address: PO Box 231328, San Diego, CA 92193
Phone: 619-333-2772 Web site: stjacobmelkite.org
Fr. Shaun Brown, Administrator E-mail: fr.shaun.brown@melkite.org
Information on other Holy Mysteries (sacraments): https://stiacobmelkite.org/holy-mysteries
To report sexual abuse by clergy, parish personnel or volunteers of the Eparchy of Newton,
please call the Victim Assistance Coordinator at 1-800-479-5910.

Saint Jacob Melkite Catholic Church is an Eastern Catholic Community of the Eparchy of Newton, headed by His Grace, Bishop
Frangois. Liturgical services are celebrated in English and Arabic in the Byzantine Rite. The Eparchy (Diocese) is a part of the Patriarchate
of Antioch, headed by His Beatitude, Patriarch Joseph. “...and in Antioch the disciples were for the first time called Christians” (Acts
11:26). The Melkite Greek-Catholic Church professes the Orthodox Faith and maintains full communion with the See of Rome.

St. Jacob Mission Statement: To foster a Catholic and Godly renewal with worship through the awe-inspiring Liturgy of the Byzantine
Rite and by safeguarding our Orthodox Faith and Tradition; to bring the message of the Living Lord to the faithful and seekers of truth.

Follow Like Watch Visit
Give with a St. Jacob accepts bank transfer ) -
banki via Zelle and credit cards via Give with a
anking PayPal. Scan one of the QR codes credit card.
app. to donate now. Or sign up for

automatic weekly or monthly
donations at sjmelkite.org/pledge.
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