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Christ is among us! He is and always will be!
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Today we celebrate the Exaltation of the Holy Cross (September 14). We spoke here briefly last week as we prepared to celebrate
this great feast. Let us now turn to St Andrew of Crete of added insight to what this glorious feast means for us: “Had there been
no cross, Christ could not have been crucified. Had there been no cross, life itself could not have been nailed to the tree. And if
life had not been nailed to it, there would be no streams of immortality pouring from Christ’s side, blood and water for the world’s
cleansing. The legal bond of our sin would not be cancelled, we should not have attained our freedom, we should not have enjoyed
the fruit of the tree of life and the gates of paradise would not stand open. Had there been no cross, death would not have been
trodden underfoot, nor hell despoiled.”

Prior week’s donations: $907 (including all cash, checks, and electronic deposits). Our weekly expenses run about $1700. If
we get 30 people (i.e., all the men, women, and children, combined), that amounts to about $57 per person. \We appreciate your
generosity. St Jacob’s couldn’t survive without your support!

How can you join in the mission and vision of St Jacob's, the only Melkite community in San Diego County? First, by
participating in the life of our community and attending our worship services. Second, if you cannot attend regularly, please pray
for the well-being of our Melkite mission. Third, your financial support is crucial for the longevity of St Jacob's. Please give
generously to Sunday collections, mail your donations to PO Box 231328, San Diego, CA 92193, or visit our online giving web
page: https://stiacobmelkite.org/giving for electronic options. St Jacob’s can’t exist without your stewardship! May the Lord
bless your generosity.

Remember in your prayers: All who are sick, suffering or recovering from iliness, especially, Rt. Rev. James Babcock, Samir
Khbais, Juliette Linholm, Dcn. Edward Bagdasar, Najib Bagdasar, Eduardo Rame, Alfonso Hababa, Suad Maria, Matthew Medina,
Samir Shamieh, Micheline Haggar, Alice Boghos, Emil Shami and Nassim and Soumaya Nasser. All those affected by the violence
in Ukraine, Gaza and Lebanon. We remember the Christians being persecuted in Syria and throughout the Middle East. We
remember also all who have fallen asleep in the hope of new life.

Antiphons of the Holy Cross:

1 - O God, why have You cast us off forever? Why does Your
anger smolder against the sheep of Your pasture?

O Son of God Who were crucified in the flesh, save us who
sing to You: Alleluia!

2 - Remember Your flock which You built up of old, Your tribe
You redeemed as Your inheritance.

3 - Yet God is our King from all eternity: He has wrought
salvation in the midst of the earth.

Entrance hymn:
Extol the Lord our God and worship at His footstool for He is

Holy. O Son of God, Who were crucified in the flesh, save
us who sing to You: Alleluia!

Troparion of the Feast (Tone 1) [3 times]

O Lord, save Your people and bless Your inheritance, granting
peace to the world. And protect Your community by the power
of Your Cross.

Kondakion of the Feast (Tone 2)

O Christ God, who chose by Your free volition to be elevated
upon the Holy Cross, grant Your mercies to Your new people
who are called by Your name. In Your power gladden the
hearts of our public authorities. Strengthen them in every good
deed so that Your true alliance may be for them a weapon of
peace and a standard of victory.

Instead of the Trisagion:
We bow in worship before Your Cross, O Master, and we give
praise to Your Holy Resurrection.

Epistle of the Feast: 1 Corinthians 1: 18-24, p. 392
PROKIMENON: (Tone 7) Ps 98:5,1

Exalt the Lord our God, and worship at His footstool, for He is holy.
Stichon: The Lord is reigning: let the peoples rage; He is
enthroned upon the Cherubim: let the earth quake.

READING from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians
BRETHREN, the doctrine of the cross is foolishness to those
who perish, but to those who are saved, that is, to us, it is the
power of God. For it is written, “/ will destroy the wisdom of the
wise and the prudence of the prudent | will reject (Is. 29: 14;
33: 18).” Where is the “wise man,” where is the scribe? Where
is the disputant of this world? Has not God turned into
foolishness the “wisdom” of this world? For since, in God’s
wisdom, the world did not come to know God by “wisdom,” it
pleased God, by the foolishness of our preaching, to save
those who believe. For the Jews ask for signs, and the Greeks
ask for “wisdom” — but we for our part preach a crucified
Christ, to the Jews indeed a stumbling-block and to the
Gentiles foolishness, but to those who are called, both Jews
and Greeks, Christ, the power of God and the wisdom of God.
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https://stjacobmelkite.org/giving

ALLELUIA: (Tone 1) Ps.73: 2,12

Remember Your congregation which You have acquired from
the beginning: You redeemed the scepter of Your inheritance.
Stichon: God is our King forever: He brought about salvation
in the midst of the earth.

Gospel of the Feast: John 19: 6-11/13-20/25-28/30-35 p 282
(Christ’s trial and crucifixion)

At that time the chief priests and the elders took counsel among
themselves against Jesus to put Him to death. And they went to
Pilate saying, “Crucify Him! Crucify Him!” Pilate said to them,
“Take Him yourselves and crucify Him. for | find no guilt in Him.”
The Jews answered him, “We have a Law, and according to that
Law He must die, because He has made Himself Son of God.”
Now when Pilate heard this statement, he feared the more. And
he again went back into the praetorium, and asked Jesus.
“Where are You from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. Pilate
therefore said to Him, “Will You not speak to me? Do You not
know | have power to release You?” Jesus answered, “You
would have no power at all over Me were it not given you from
above.” Pilate therefore, when he heard these words, brought
Jesus outside, and sat down on the judgment seat, at a place
called Lithostrotos, but in Hebrew, Gabbatha. Now it was the
Preparation Day for the Passover, about the sixth hour. And he
said the Jews, “Behold, your king!” But they cried out, “Away with
Him! Away with Him! Crucify Him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall |
crucify your king?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king
but Caesar.” Then he handed Him over to them to be crucified.
And so they took Jesus and led Him away. And bearing the
cross for Himself, He went forth to the place called the Skull, in
Hebrew, Golgotha, where they crucified Him, and with Him two
others, one on each side and Jesus in the center. And Pilate
also wrote an inscription and had it put on the cross. And there
was written, JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE
JEWS. Many of the Jews therefore read this inscription, because
the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it
was written in Hebrew, in Greek and in Latin. Now there were
standing by the cross of Jesus His mother and His mother’s
sister, Mary of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus,
therefore, saw His mother and the disciple He loved standing by,
He said to His mother, “Woman, behold, your son.” Then He said
to the disciple, “Behold, your mother.” And from that hour the
disciple took her into his home. After this, Jesus, knowing all
things were now accomplished, bowing His head, He gave up
His spirit. The Jews therefore, since it was the Preparation Day,
in order that the bodies might not remain upon the cross on the
Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a solemn day), asked Pilate that
their legs be broken, and that they be taken away. The soldiers
therefore came and broke the legs of the first, and of the other,
who had been crucified with him. But when they came to Jesus,
and saw He was already dead, they did not break His legs; but
one of the soldiers opened His side with a lance, and
immediately there came out blood and water. And the one who
saw it has borne witness, and his witness is true.

Hymn to the Theotokos: (Tone 8)

O Mother of God, you became a mystical paradise when
without tilling you brought forth Christ our God by Whom the
life-giving tree of the Cross was planted on earth. Therefore,
seeing Him on the Cross, we adore Him and we magnify you.

Kinonikon: Let the light of your countenance shine upon us,
O Lord. Alleluia.

Post-communion Hymn: Troparion of the Feast.
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SAINT JACOB MELKITE GREEK~-CATHOLIC CHURCH

Wednesday Vespers 7:15 pm

Confessions after services & by appt

Sunday Orthros & Divine Liturgy 11 am

at Holy Angels Byzantine Catholic Church, 2235 Galahad Road
Mailing address: PO Box 231328, San Diego, CA 92193

Phone: 619-333-2772
Fr. Shaun Brown, Administrator

Web site: stjacobmelkite.org
E-mail: fr.shaun.brown@melkite.org

Information on other Holy Mysteries (sacraments): https://stjiacobmelkite.org/holy-mysteries

To report sexual abuse by clergy, parish personnel or volunteers of the Eparchy of Newton,
please call the Victim Assistance Coordinator at 1-800-479-5910.

Give with a

banking
app.

St. Jacob accepts bank transfer
via Zelle and credit cards via
PayPal. Scan one of the QR codes
to donate now. Or sign up for
automatic weekly or monthly
donations at sjmelkite.org/pledge.

Give with a

credit card.
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