Sunday, April 6, 2025 Christ is among us! He is and always will be!
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Fifth Sunday of Lent — Sunday of our Venerable Mother Mary of Egypt
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St. Mary of Egypt left home as a young girl and lived a notorious life of ill repute. Traveling widely, she fell in with a group
of pilgrims on their way to venerate the True Cross in Jerusalem. Attempting to enter the church to view the Cross, an
unseen force held her back. Viewing an icon of the Theotokos, Mary realized that her horrid life had been the reason she
could not behold the Live-giving Tree inside the church. Vowing to reform her life if given the opportunity to view the Cross,
her wish was granted; she venerated the Cross and then fled into the wilderness and lived a life of repentance for decades,
with no human contact, save for a couple of visits by Abba Zosimas, who, by chance, happened upon her in the desert.
Mary went to her heavenly repose shortly after receiving the Eucharist on Holy Thursday evening from Zosimas.

Prior week’s donations: $855 (including all cash, checks, and electronic deposits). Our weekly expenses run about
$1700. If we get 30 people (i.e., all the men, women, and children, combined), that amounts to about $57 per person. We
appreciate your generosity. St Jacob’s couldn’t survive without your support!

Lenten Services: Wednesdays 7:30 pm at Holy Angels, alternating Great Compline and Presanctified Liturgy.

How can you join in the mission and vision of St Jacob's, the only Melkite community in San Diego County? First,
by participating in the life of our community and attending our worship services. Second, if you cannot attend regularly,
please pray for the well-being of our Melkite mission. Third, your financial support is crucial for the longevity of St Jacob's.
Please give generously to Sunday collections, mail your donations to PO Box 231328, San Diego, CA 92193, or visit our
online giving web page: https://stiacobmelkite.org/giving for electronic options. May the Lord bless your generosity. St
Jacob’s can’t exist without your support!

Remember in your prayers: All who are sick, suffering or recovering from illness, especially His Holiness, Pope Francis,
Samir Khbais, Juliette Linholm, Dcn. Edward Bagdasar, Najib Bagdasar, Eduardo Rame, Alfonso Hababa, Suad Maria,
Matthew Medina, Samir Shamieh, Micheline Haggar, Alice Boghos, Emil Shami and Nassim and Soumaya Nasser. All who
have been and continue to be affected by the violence in Ukraine, Gaza and Lebanon. We remember the Christians being
persecuted in Syria and throughout the Middle East. We remember also all who have fallen asleep in the hope of new life,
especially Habib Metri (2" anniversary), memory eternal!
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sprinkled ashes of a heifer sanctify the unclean for the
cleansing of the flesh, how much more will the blood of Christ
(Cf. Rv. 1: 5), who through the Holy Spirit offered himself
unblemished to God, cleanse your conscience from dead
works to serve the living God!

ALLELUIA: (Tone 8)

Come, let us sing joyfully to the Lord; let us acclaim the Rock
of our salvation.

Stichon: Let us greet him with thanksgiving; let us joyfully
sing psalms to him.

Gospel: 5" Sunday of Lent, Mark 10: 32-45

(The greatest in the Kingdom)

At that time Jesus took the Twelve, and began to tell them
what would happen to him, saying, “Behold, we are going up
to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief
priests and the Scribes; and they will condemn him to death,
and will deliver him to the Gentiles; and they will mock him,
and spit upon him and scourge him, and put him to death; and
on the third day he will rise again.” And James and John, the
sons of Zebedee, came to him, saying, “Master, we want thee
to do for us whatever we ask.” But he said to them, “What do
you want me to do for you?” And they said, “Grant to us that
we may sit, one at thy right hand and the other at thy left hand,
in thy glory.” But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what
you are asking for. Can you drink of the cup of which | drink,
or be baptized with the baptism with which | am to be
baptized?” And they said to him, “We can.” And Jesus said to
them “Of the cup that | drink, you shall drink; and with the
baptism with which | am to be baptized, you shall be baptized;
but as for sitting at my right hand or at my left, that is not mine
to give, but it belongs to those for whom it has been prepared.”
And when the ten heard this, they were at first indignant at
James and John. But Jesus called them and said to them,
“You know that those who are regarded as rulers among the
Gentiles | lord it over them, and their great men exercise
authority over them. But it is not so among you. On the
contrary, whoever wishes to become great shall be your
servant; and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be
the slave of all; for the Son of Man also has not come to be
served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

Hymn to the Theotokos:

In you, O full of grace, all creation rejoices, the orders of
angels and the human race as well: O, sanctified Temple,
spiritual Paradise, and Glory of virgins from whom our God
who exists before all eternity, took flesh and became a little
Child! He has taken your womb as His throne, making it more
spacious than the heavens. Therefore, O full of grace, in you
all creation rejoices: glory to you!

Kinonikon: Praise the Lord...
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SAINT JACOB MELKITE GREEK~-CATHOLIC CHURCH

Wednesday Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 7:30 p.m.

Friday Vespers 7:30 p.m.

Confessions after services & by appt

Sunday Divine Liturgy 11:30 a.m. at Holy Angels Byzantine Catholic Church, 2235 Galahad Road
Mailing address: PO Box 231328, San Diego, CA 92193

Phone: 619-333-2772
Fr. Shaun Brown, Administrator

Web site: stjacobmelkite.org
E-mail: frshaun@stjacobmelkite.org

Information on other Holy Mysteries (sacraments): https://stiacobmelkite.org/holy-mysteries

To report sexual abuse by clergy, parish personnel or volunteers of the Eparchy of Newton,
please call the Victim Assistance Coordinator at 1-800-479-5910.

Saint Jacob Melkite Catholic Church is an Eastern Catholic Community of the Eparchy of Newton, headed by His
Grace, Bishop Francois. Liturgical services are celebrated in English and Arabic in the Byzantine Rite. The Eparchy

(Diocese) is a part of the Patriarchate of Antioch, headed by His Beatitude, Patriarch Joseph. “...

and in Antioch the

disciples were for the first time called Christians” (Acts 11:26). The Melkite Greek-Catholic Church professes the Orthodox

Faith and maintains full communion with the See of Rome.

St. Jacob Mission Statement: To foster a Catholic and Godly renewal with worship through the awe-inspiring Liturgy of
the Byzantine Rite and by safeguarding our Orthodox Faith and Tradition; to bring the message of the Living Lord to the

faithful and seekers of truth.

Give with a

banking
app.

St. Jacob accepts bank transfer
via Zelle and credit cards via
PayPal. Scan one of the QR codes
to donate now. Or sign up for
automatic weekly or monthly
donations at sjmelkite.org/pledge.

Give with a

credit card.
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