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Sunday of the Prodigal Son
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Today we commemorate our holy father among the saints, Venerable Ephrem The Syrian, who was born in Syria of poor
parents during the reign of Emperor Constantine the Great. He spent his young life rather tempestuously; but all at once a
change took place in his soul and he began to burn with love for the Lord Jesus. Ephrem was a disciple of St. James Nisibis
(Jan 13). From the enormous Grace of God, wisdom flowed from his tongue as a brook of honey and ceaseless tears flowed
from his eyes. Industrious as a bee, Ephrem continually either wrote books or orally taught the monks in the monastery and
the people in the town of Edessa or he dedicated himself to prayer and contemplation. Numerous are his books and beautiful
are his prayers. The most famous is his prayer recited during the Honorable Fast Season, which begins, “Lord and Master
of my life...”. When they wanted to appoint him a bishop by force, he pretended to be insane and began to race through the
city of Edessa dragging his garment behind him. Seeing this, the people left him in peace. Ephrem was a contemporary and
friend of St. Basil the Great. Saint Ephrem is considered mainly to be the Apostle of Repentance. Even today his works
soften many hearts hardened by sin and return them to Christ. He died in extreme old age in the year 378 A.D.

Prior week’s donations: $1875 (including all cash, checks, and electronic deposits). Our weekly expenses run about
$1700. We appreciate your generosity.

How can you join in the mission and vision of St Jacob's, the only Melkite community in San Diego County? First,
by participating in the life of our community and attending our worship services. Second, if you cannot attend regularly,
please pray for the well-being of our Melkite mission. Third, your financial support is crucial for the longevity of St Jacob's.
Please give generously to Sunday collections, mail your donations to PO Box 231328, San Diego, CA 92193, or visit our
donations web page: https://stiacobmelkite.org/donate for electronic giving options. May the Lord bless you for your much
needed support!

Remember in your pravers: All who are sick, suffering or recovering from illness, especially Edward Bagdasar, Najib
Bagdasar, Eduardo Rame, Alfonso Hababa, Suad Maria, Jamil Maria, Jessica Hana, Manuel Salazar, Matthew Medina,
Samir Shamieh, Micheline Haggar, Alice Boghos, Emil Shami, and Nassim and Soumaya Nasser. All who have been and
continue to be affected by the violence in Ukraine and Gaza. We also remember all who have fallen asleep in the hope of
resurrection.

Troparion of the resurrection (Tone 2)

When You descended to death, O immortal Life, You put
Hades to death by the splendor of Your divinity. And when
You raised the dead from below the earth, all the heavenly
powers cried out to you: “O Giver of life, Christ our God,
glory to You!”

Troparion of St. Jacob, Brother of the Lord (Tone 4)

As a disciple of the Lord, you received the Gospel, O holy
Jacob. As a martyr, you displayed an unyielding will. As a
brother of God, you have special power with Him. As a
hierarch, you have the right of intercession. Intercede,
therefore, with Christ God that he may save our souls.

Kondakion of the Prodigal Son (Tone 3)

When in my wretchedness | ran away from your fatherly love,
I squandered in wickedness the riches You had given me. And
so now, like the Prodigal Son, | cry out to You: “I have sinned
in your sight, O Merciful Father: receive me now that | repent
and make me as one of your hired servants.”

Kondakion of the Feast (Tone 1)

O Christ our God who through your birth have sanctified the
virginal womb and have blessed the arms of Simeon, You
have come today to save us. When wars prevail, keep your
people in peace and strengthen our Public Authorities in
every good deed, for You alone are the Lover of Mankind.

Epistle 1 Cor 6:12-20 Sunday of the Prodigal Son - Page
326 (English) — Page 366 (Arabic)

Prokimenon:(Tone 1) Psalm 32:22,1

May your kindness, O Lord, be upon us, for we have hoped
in you.

Stichon: Exult, you just, in the Lord; praise from the upright
is fitting.

Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians
Brethren, all things are lawful for me, but not all things are
fitting. All things are lawful for me, but | will not be brought
under the power of anyone. Food is for the belly, and the
belly for food, but God will destroy both the one and the
other. Now, the body is not for immorality, but for the Lord,
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and the Lord for the body. For God has raised up the Lord
and will also raise us up by His power.

Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ?
Shall I then take the members of Christ and make them the
members of a prostitute? By no means! Or do you not know
that one who cleaves to a prostitute becomes one body with
her? For the two, it is said, shall be one flesh (Gn.2: 24).
But he who cleaves to the Lord is one spirit with Him. Flee
immortality. Every sin a man commits is outside the body,
but the immoral man sins against his own body. Or do you
not know that your members are the temple of the Holy
Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God — and that
you are not your own? For you have been bought at a great
price. Glorify God therefore in your body and in your soul
which both are God'’s.

Alleluia (Tone 1) Psalm 17:48,50

O God, you granted me retribution and make peoples
subject to me and saved me from my raging enemies.
Stichon: Therefore | will proclaim you, O Lord, among the
nations, and | will sing praise to your name.

Gospel: Luke 15: 11-32 (Parable of the Prodigal Son)
The Lord told this parable: “A man had two sons. And the
younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the
share of the property that falls to me.” And he divided his
possessions between them. And not many days later, the
younger son gathered up all his wealth and traveled to a far
country; and there he squandered his fortune in loose living.
And after he had spent all, there came a severe famine over
that country, and he began to suffer from it. And he went
and joined one of the local landowners, who sent him to his
fields to feed the pigs. And he longed to fill himself with the
pods the pigs were eating, but no one offered to give them
to him. But when he had come to his senses, he said, ‘How
many hired men in my father's house have bread in
abundance, while | am perishing with hunger! | will get up
and go to my father, and will say to him, “Father, | have
sinned against heaven and before you, | am no longer
worthy to be called your son; make me as one of your hired
men.” And he got up and went to his father. But while he
was yet a long way off, his father saw him and was moved
with compassion and ran and fell upon his neck and kissed
him. And the son said to him, ‘Father, | have sinned against
heaven and before you, | am no longer worthy to be called
your son.’ But the Father said to his servants, ‘Fetch quickly
the best robe and put it on him, and give him a ring for his
finger and sandals for his feet; and bring out the fattened
calf and kill it, and let us eat and make merry; because this
my son was dead, and has come to life again; he was lost,
and is found.” And they began to make merry. Now his elder
son was in the field; and as he came close to the house, he
heard music and dancing. And calling one of the servants
he asked what this meant. And he said to him, “Your brother
has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf,
because he has got him back safe.” But he was angered
and would not go in. His father, therefore, came out and
began to beg him. But he answered and said to his father,
‘Look, these many years | have been serving you, and have
never disobeyed any of your orders; and yet, you have
never given me a kid that | might make merry with my
friends. But when this son of yours comes, who has
devoured your wealth with prostitutes; you have killed for
him the fattened calfl’ But he said to him, ‘Son you are
always with me, and all that is mine is yours; but we were
bound to make merry and rejoice, for this your brother was
dead, and has come to life; he was lost and is found.”

Hymn to the Theotokos: Itis truly right...

Kinonikon: | will take the chalice of salvation and call upon
the name of the Lord. Alleluia.

Post-communion: We have seen the true Light...
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SAINT JACOB MELKITE GREEK-CATHOLIC CHURCH

Wednesday Vespers 7:00 p.m. Confessions after vespers & by appt

Sunday Divine Liturgy 11:15 a.m.

at Holy Angels Byzantine Catholic Church, 2235 Galahad Road
Mailing address: PO Box 231328, San Diego, CA 92193

Phone: 619-333-2772
Fr. Shaun Brown, Administrator

Web site: stjacobmelkite.org

E-mail: frshaun@stjacobmelkite.org

Information on other Holy Mysteries (sacraments): https://stiacobmelkite.org/holy-mysteries

To report sexual abuse by clergy, parish personnel or volunteers of the Eparchy of Newton,
please call the Victim Assistance Coordinator at 1-800-479-5910.
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