Sunday, November 19, 2023 Christ is among us! Heis and always will be!
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Today we commemorate The Holy Prophet Joel. The second in order of the Minor Prophets, Joel was the son of
Phanuel, of the tribe of Reuben. He lived eight hundred years before Christ, and foretold the misfortunes of the
Israelites and their captivity in Babylon for the sins that they had committed against God. He called the people to
fasting and the priests to penitent and tearful prayer that God would have mercy on them: 'Sanctify ye a fast and cry
unto the Lord' (1:14); 'Let the priests weep between the porch and the altar' (2:17). Joel also prophesied the descent
of the Holy Spirit upon the apostles, and the outpouring of His grace on all the faithful (2:28). He foretold and described
the Dreadful Judgement of God, and also the glory of God's holy Church.

We also remember on this day The Holy Martyr Varus. He was a Roman officer in Egypt and a secret Christian.
When seven Christian teachers were thrown into prison, Varus kept visiting them there, supplying their needs and
serving them with great devotion. He marveled at the martyrs, and grieved that fear would not let him stand up as a
martyr for Christ. These men of God gave him courage, and Varus made up his mind to go and be tortured with them.
One of these godly men died in prison, and, when the wicked governor had the martyrs brought before him and saw
that there were only six of them, he asked where the seventh was. 'l am the seventh!’, cried Varus. The furious
governor had him tortured first. He ordered that he be flogged with dry thongs, then that he be tied to a tree and
hacked to pieces bit by bit with knives until he gave his holy soul to God. His body was then thrown onto a dung-heap.
A woman of Palestinian birth, Cleopatra, the widow of an officer, was there with her son John. She secretly took the
relics of the holy martyr off the dung-heap and buried them in her house. She then asked the governor's permission
to take the body of her dead husband back from Egypt to Palestine. As she was an officer's widow, the governor at
once gave her permission. This blessed Christian woman, Cleopatra, however, took the body, not of her husband but
of the holy martyr Varus, taking it to her village of Edra, near Tabor, and burying it there. She then built a church
dedicated to St Varus, and he appeared to her often from the other world, resplendent as an angel of God.

Prior week’s donations: $1209.92 (including all cash, checks, and electronic deposits). Our weekly expenses run
about $1700. We appreciate your generosity.

How can you join in the mission and vision of St Jacob's, the only Melkite community in San Diego County?
First, by patrticipating in the life of our community and attending our worship services. Second, if you cannot attend
regularly, please pray for the well-being of our Melkite mission. Third, your financial support is crucial for the longevity
of St Jacob's. Please give generously to Sunday collections, mail your donations to PO Box 231328, San Diego, CA
92193, or visit our new donations web page: https://stiacobmelkite.org/donate for electronic giving options. May the
Lord bless you for your much needed support!

Feast of the Entrance of the Theotokos into the Temple: Update to last Sunday’s announcement: we will join Holy
Angels at Vespers on Monday, 20 November at 5:30 pm and for a Hierarchical Divine Liturgy on Tuesday, 21
November at 5:30 pm. We will not have Vespers on Wednesday, 22 November. Have a blessed Thanksgiving!

Remember in your prayers: All who are sick, suffering or recovering from iliness, especially Edward Bagdasar,
Najib Bagdasar, Eduardo Rame, Alfonso Hababa, Suad Maria, Jamil Maria, Jessica Hana, Manuel Salazar, Matthew
Medina, Samir Shamieh, Micheline Haggar, Alice Boghos, and Nassim and Soumaya Nasser. All who have been and
continue to be affected by the violence in Ukraine and Gaza. We also remember all who have fallen asleep in the
hope of resurrection.
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Epistle: EPH 4:1-7

Twenty Fifth SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
PROKIMENON: (Tone 8) Ps.75: 12, 2

Make vows to the Lord your God and fulfill them;

Let all round about him bring gifts to the awesome Lord.
Stichon: God is renowned in Judabh; in Israel, great is
his name.

READING from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians
BRETHREN, I the prisoner in the Lord exhort you to walk
in a manner worthy of the calling by which you were
called, with all humility and meekness, with patience,
bearing with one another in love, careful to preserve the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace: one body and one
Spirit, even as you were called to a single hope in your
calling: one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and
Father of all, who is above all, and throughout all, and in
all. But to each one of us, grace was given according to
the measure of Christ’s imparting.

ALLELUIA: (Tone 8) Ps.94: 1, 2

Come, let us rejoice in the Lord; Let us sing joyfully to
God our Savior!

Stichon: Let us greet his presence with thanksgiving; let
us joyfully sing psalms to him!

Gospel: 9t of Holy Cross, Luke 12: 16-21 (The Rich
Fool)

The Lord told this parable: “The land of a certain rich man
brought forth abundant crops. And he began to consider,
saying, ‘What shall | do, for | have no room to store my
crops?’ And he said, ‘1 will do this: | will pull down my
barns and build larger one, and there | will store up all
my grain and my goods. And | will say to my soul, ‘Soul,
you have many good things laid up for many years; take
your ease, eat, drink, be marry.” But God said to him,
‘You fool, this very night, you must give up your life; and
the things you have provided, whose will they be?’ So is
the man who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich
as regards God.” After he had said this, he cried out, “He
who has ears to hear, let him hear.”

Hymn to the Theotokos: Itis truly right...

Kinonikon: Praise the Lord...

Post-communion: We have seen the true Light...
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SAINT JACOB MELKITE GREEK-CATHOLIC CHURCH
Wednesday Vespers 7:00 p.m. Confessions after vespers & by appt

Sunday Divine Liturgy 11:15 a.m.

at Holy Angels Byzantine Catholic Church, 2235 Galahad Road
Mailing address: PO Box 231328, San Diego, CA 92193

Phone: 619-333-2772
Fr. Shaun Brown, Administrator

Web site: stjacobmelkite.org
E-mail: frshaun@stjacobmelkite.org

Information on other Holy Mysteries (sacraments): https://stiacobmelkite.org/holy-mysteries

To report sexual abuse by clergy, parish personnel or volunteers of the Eparchy of Newton,
please call the Victim Assistance Coordinator at 1-800-479-5910.

Saint Jacob Melkite Catholic Church is an Eastern Catholic Community of the Eparchy of Newton, headed by His
Grace, Bishop Francois. Liturgical services are celebrated in English and Arabic in the Byzantine Rite. The Eparchy
(Diocese) is a part of the Patriarchate of Antioch, headed by His Beatitude, Patriarch Joseph. “...and in Antioch the
disciples were for the first time called Christians” (Acts 11:26). The Melkite Greek-Catholic Church professes the
Orthodox Faith and maintains full communion with the See of Rome.

St. Jacob Mission Statement: To foster a Catholic and Godly renewal with worship through the awe-inspiring Liturgy
of the Byzantine Rite and by safeguarding our Orthodox Faith and Tradition; to bring the message of the Living Lord
to the faithful and seekers of truth.
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