Sunday, November 12, 2023 Christ is among us! Heis and always will be!
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Today we commemorate St John the Merciful, Patriarch of Alexandria. Born on the island of Cyprus of a princely family,
his father, Epiphanius, being the governor, he was brought up from childhood as a true Christian. Under pressure from his
parents, he married and had children. But, by the providence of God, both his wife and children went from this world to the
next. Famed for his compassion and devotion, John was chosen as Patriarch of Alexandria in the time of the Emperor
Heraclius. He governed the Church in Alexandria for ten years as a true pastor, guarding it from pagans and heretics, and
was a model of meekness, compassion and love for his fellow-men. 'If you seek nobility’, he said, 'seek it not in blood but
in virtue, for in virtue lies true nobility." All the saints are distinguished by compassion, but St John was utterly dedicated to
this great virtue. Celebrating the Liturgy one day, the words of Christ: 'If thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there remember
that thy brother hath aught against thee ..." (Matt. 5:23), came into the Patriarch's mind, and he remembered that one of the
clergy in the church there had a grudge against him. He left the holy gifts, went up to the priest, fell before his feet and
begged his forgiveness. As soon as he had made his peace with that man, he returned to the Table of Preparation. Another
time, on the way to the Church of Ss Cyrus and John, it happened that he was met by a poor widow, who started speaking
to him of her poverty. The Patriarch's companions were bored by the woman's lengthy lamenting, and urged the bishop to
hurry to the church for the service, and listen to the woman when it was over. St John replied: 'And how will' God obey me,
if I don't obey Him?', and he would not move from the spot until he had heard the widow out. When the Persians invaded
Egypt, Patriarch John took ship to flee from the assault. He fell ill on the voyage and, arriving in Cyprus, died at his birthplace
in 620, entering into the immortal kingdom of his Lord. His wonderworking relics were first taken to Constantinople, then to
Budapest and finally came to rest in Presburg.

Prior week’s donations: $1014 (including all cash, checks, and electronic deposits). Our weekly expenses run about
$1700. We appreciate your generosity.

How can you join in the mission and vision of St Jacob's, the only Melkite community in San Diego County? First,
by participating in the life of our community and attending our worship services. Second, if you cannot attend regularly,
please pray for the well-being of our Melkite mission. Third, your financial support is crucial for the longevity of St Jacob's.
Please give generously to Sunday collections, mail your donations to PO Box 231328, San Diego, CA 92193, or visit our
new donations web page: https://stiacobmelkite.org/donate for electronic giving options. May the Lord bless you for your
much needed support!

Announcement: Before setting dates for weddings or baptisms, couples and parents must first contact Fr. Shaun.

Remember in your pravers: All who are sick, suffering or recovering from illness, especially Eduardo Rame, Alfonso
Hababa, Suad Maria, Jamil Maria, Jessica Hana, Manuel Salazar, Matthew Medina, Samir Shamieh, Micheline Haggar,
Alice Boghos, and Nassim and Soumaya Nasser. All who have been and continue to be affected by the violence in Ukraine
and Gaza. We also remember all who have fallen asleep in the hope of resurrection.
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He has voided the Law of commandments expressed in
decrees, so that of the two He might create in himself
one new man, and make peace, and reconcile both in
one body to God through the cross, having destroyed
their enmity within himself. And as He came, He
announced the good tidings of peace to you who were
far away, and of peace to those who were near: because
through Him we both have access in one Spirit to the
Father. Therefore, you are now no longer strangers or
foreigners, but citizens with the saints and members of
God’s household: you are built upon the foundation of
the apostles and prophets (Cf.Is.28: 16) with Christ
himself as the chief cornerstone. In Him the whole
structure is closely fitted together and grows into a
temple holy in the Lord; in Him you too are being built
together into a dwelling place for God in the Spirit.
ALLELUIA (Tone 7) Ps.91: 1, 2

It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praises to
Your name, O Most High!

Stichon: To proclaim Your kindness at dawn and Your
faithfulness throughout the night.

Gospel: 8" of Holy Cross, Luke 10:25-37 (The
Merciful Samaritan)

At that time, behold, a certain lawyer got up to test Jesus,
saying, “Master, what must | do to gain eternal life?” But
he said to him, “What is written in the Law? How do you
read?” He answered and said, “Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with thy whole heart, and with thy whole soul,
and with thy whole strength, and with thy whole mind;
and thy neighbor as thyself.” And he said to him, “You
have answered rightly; do this and you shall live.” But he,
wishing to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my
neighbor?” Jesus answered, “A certain man was going
down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell in with
robbers, who after both stripping him and beating him
went their way, leaving him half-dead. But, as it
happened, a certain priest was going down the same
way, and when he saw him, he passed by. And likewise,
a Levite also, when he was near the place and saw him,
passed by. But a certain Samaritan as he journeyed
came upon him, and seeing him, was moved with
compassion. And he went up to him and bound up his
wounds, pouring on oil and wine. And setting him on his
own beast, he brought him to an inn and took care of him.
And as he was leaving the next day, he took out two
denarii and gave them to the innkeeper and said, ‘Take
care of him; and whatever more you spend, |, on my way
back, will repay you.” Which of these three, in your
opinion, proved himself neighbor to the man who fell
among the robber?” And he said, “The one who took pity
on him!” And Jesus said to him, “Go and do as he did.”

Hymn to the Theotokos: Itis truly right...

Kinonikon: Praise the Lord...

Post-communion: We have seen the true Light...
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SAINT JACOB MELKITE GREEK~CATHOLIC CHURCH
Wednesday Vespers 7:00 p.m. Confessions after vespers & by appt

Sunday Divine Liturgy 11:15 a.m.

at Holy Angels Byzantine Catholic Church, 2235 Galahad Road
Mailing address: PO Box 231328, San Diego, CA 92193

Phone: 619-333-2772
Fr. Shaun Brown, Administrator

Web site: stjacobmelkite.org
E-mail: frshaun@stjacobmelkite.org

Information on other Holy Mysteries (sacraments): https://stiacobmelkite.org/holy-mysteries

To report sexual abuse by clergy, parish personnel or volunteers of the Eparchy of Newton,
please call the Victim Assistance Coordinator at 1-800-479-5910.

Saint Jacob Melkite Catholic Church is an Eastern Catholic Community of the Eparchy of Newton, headed by His
Grace, Bishop Francois. Liturgical services are celebrated in English and Arabic in the Byzantine Rite. The Eparchy
(Diocese) is a part of the Patriarchate of Antioch, headed by His Beatitude, Patriarch Joseph. “...and in Antioch the
disciples were for the first time called Christians” (Acts 11:26). The Melkite Greek-Catholic Church professes the
Orthodox Faith and maintains full communion with the See of Rome.

St. Jacob Mission Statement: To foster a Catholic and Godly renewal with worship through the awe-inspiring Liturgy
of the Byzantine Rite and by safeguarding our Orthodox Faith and Tradition; to bring the message of the Living Lord
to the faithful and seekers of truth.
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