Sunday, October 22, 2023 Christis among us! He is and always will be!
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Today, we commemorate St Abercius, Equal to the Apostles. Inthe time of the Emperor Antoninus (138-161), St Abercius
was hishop in the city of Hierapolis in Phrygia. The great majority of the town's inhabitants were pagans, and St Abercius
governed his little flock with a heart greatly saddened by the great number of pagans and idolaters, and with fervent prayer
to God that He would bring them to the true Light. At the time of a rowdy idolatrous festival, Abercius became inflamed with
godly zeal and went into the temple, smashing all the idols. When the furious pagans tried to kill him, three young madmen
fell down before the man of God, foaming at the mouth and bellowing. The man of God drove the demons out of them, and
they were healed and became calm. Seeing this, the fury of the pagans turned to marveling at Christ's wonderworker, and
five hundred of them were immediately baptized. Little by little, everyone in the city of Hierapolis came to believe in Christ
and was baptized. The proconsul of the region, Publius, had a blind mother whose sight Abercius restored by prayer, and
both Publius and his mother came to faith in Christ, along with many other people. In old age, Abercius was summoned to
Rome, where he healed the Emperor's mad daughter. The Lord Christ appeared to His faithful follower several times. People
from far and near came to him for help in chronic sickness, and the demons not only feared him but were obedient to his
commands. At the order of the Lord Himself, he preached the Gospel throughout Syria and Mesopotamia, and went to his
beloved Lord in great old age, in the city of Hierapolis at the end of the second century.

URGENT ANNOUNCEMENT: Our anniversary celebration has been CANCELED due to the tragedies in Gaza.
Notice: We sincerely thank all who have elected to use their ticket payment as a donation toward humanitarian aid in Gaza.
Please contact Fr. Shaun promptly if you would like to do the same. Otherwise expect to see a refund email soon. See the
full announcement here: https://stiacobmelkite.flocknote.com/note/23505362

Prior week’s donations: $616 (including all cash, checks, and electronic deposits). Our weekly expenses run about
$1700. We appreciate your generosity.

How can you join in the mission and vision of St Jacob's, the only Melkite community in San Diego County? First,
by patrticipating in the life of our community and attending our worship services. Second, if you cannot attend regularly,
please pray for the well-being of our Melkite mission. Third, your financial support is crucial for the longevity of St Jacob's.
Please give generously to Sunday collections, mail your donations to PO Box 231328, San Diego, CA 92193, or visit our
new donations web page: https://stiacobmelkite.org/donate for electronic giving options. May the Lord bless you for your
much needed support!

Announcement: Before setting dates for weddings or baptisms, couples and parents must first contact Fr. Shaun.

Remember in your prayers: All who are sick, suffering or recovering from iliness, especially Fr. James Babcock, Alfonso
Hababa, Suad and Jamil Maria, Jessica Hana, Manuel Salazar, Matthew Medina, Samir Shamieh, Micheline Haggar, Alice
Boghos, and Nassim and Soumaya Nasser. We also remember all who have fallen asleep in the hope of resurrection.

The Feast of St. James, Brother of the Lord: Tomorrow, Monday, 23 October, 7:00 pm Fr. James Babcock and Fr.
James Bankston will join us as we celebrate the Liturgy of St. James, our community’s patron. Light fare will be served in
the hall following. Please join us for the liturgical celebration of this momentous day.
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READING from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians
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BRETHREN, we know man is not justified by the works of
the Law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. Hence, we also believe
in Christ Jesus, that we may be justified by faith in Christ,
and not by the works of the Law, because by the works of
the Law no man will be justified. But if, while we are seeking
to be justified in Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners,
is Christ therefore the minister of sin? By no means. For if |
rebuild the things | destroyed, | make myself a sinner. For
through the Law, | have died to the Law that | may live for
God. With Christ | am nailed to the cross. Itis now no longer
I who live, but Christ is living in me. And the life | now live in
the flesh, I live within the faith in the Son of God who loved
me and gave himself up for me.

ALLELUIA: (Tone 4) Ps.44:5, 8

String your bow, go forth, reign for the sake of truth,
meekness and righteousness, and your right hand shall
lead you wonderfully.

Stichon: You loved righteousness and hated iniquity:
therefore God, your God, anointed you with the oil of joy
above your companions.

Gospel Luke 8:27-39

THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. LUKE THE
EVANGELIST: At that time when Jesus came to the
country of the Gerasenes there met Him a certain man who
for a long time was possessed by a devil, and wore no
clothes, and lived in the tombs, not in a house. And when
he saw Jesus, he fell down before Him, and crying out with
a loud voice said, “What have | to do with Thee, Jesus, Son
of the most high God? | pray Thee, do not torment me.” For
he was charging the unclean spirit to go forth from the man.
For many times it had laid hold of him; and he was bound
with chains and fetters, and kept under guard, but he would
break the bonds asunder, and be driven by the devil into the
deserts. And Jesus asked him, saying, “What is thy name?”
And he said, “Legion,” because many devils had entered
into him. And they entreated Him not to command them to
depart into the abyss. Now a herd of many swine was there,
feeding on the mountainside. And they kept entreating Him
to give them leave to enter into them. And He gave them
leave. And the devils came out from the man and entered
into the swine; and the herd rushed down the cliff into the
lake and were drowned. And when the swineherds saw
what had happened, they fled and reported it in the town
and in the country; and people came out to see what had
happened. And they came to Jesus, and found the man
from whom the devils had gone out sitting at His feet,
clothed and in his right mind; and they were afraid. And
those also who had seen it reported to them how he had
been saved from Legion. And all the people of the
Gerasene district besought Him to depart from them; for
they were seized with great fear. And He got into a boat and
went back. But the man from whom the devils had gone out
prayed Him that he might remain with Him. But Jesus sent
him away, saying, “Return to thy house, and tell all that God
has done for thee.” And he departed, proclaiming
throughout the whole town all that Jesus had done for him.

Hymn to the Theotokos: Itis truly right...

Kinonikon: Praise the Lord...
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Post-communion: We have seen the true Light... sl gal) G ylas 08 3) s A glial) ey

SAINT JACOB MELKITE GREEK~-CATHOLIC CHURCH

Wednesday Vespers 7:00 p.m. Confessions after vespers & by appt  Sunday Divine Liturgy 11:15 a.m.

at Holy Angels Byzantine Catholic Church, 2235 Galahad Road
Mailing address: PO Box 231328, San Diego, CA 92193

Phone: 619-333-2772 Web site: stjacobmelkite.org
Fr. Shaun Brown, Administrator E-mail: frshaun@stjacobmelkite.org

Information on other Holy Mysteries (sacraments): https://stiacobmelkite.org/holy-mysteries

To report sexual abuse by clergy, parish personnel or volunteers of the Eparchy of Newton,
please call the Victim Assistance Coordinator at 1-800-479-5910.

Saint Jacob Melkite Catholic Church is an Eastern Catholic Community of the Eparchy of Newton, headed by His Grace,
Bishop Francois. Liturgical services are celebrated in English and Arabic in the Byzantine Rite. The Eparchy (Diocese) is a
part of the Patriarchate of Antioch, headed by His Beatitude, Patriarch Joseph. “...and in Antioch the disciples were for the
first time called Christians” (Acts 11:26). The Melkite Greek-Catholic Church professes the Orthodox Faith and maintains
full communion with the See of Rome.

St. Jacob Mission Statement: To foster a Catholic and Godly renewal with worship through the awe-inspiring Liturgy of
the Byzantine Rite and by safeguarding our Orthodox Faith and Tradition; to bring the message of the Living Lord to the
faithful and seekers of truth.



mailto:frshaun@stjacobmelkite.org
https://stjacobmelkite.org/holy-mysteries

