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Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom

Christ is among us! Heis and always will be!
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Sunday Before the Nativity of our Lord — Genealogy
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Today, the Sunday before the Nativity of Christ, we celebrate all those righteous ancestors of Christ, who from ages past
have been well-pleasing to God. The emphasis in Matthew’s gospel, from the very start, is on the title given to Jesus:
“Messiah” in Hebrew and “Christ” in Greek. Jesus is, for us, therefor, the long-awaited anointed king! He is both “Son of
David” and “Son of Abraham.” We have only a few more days to prepare to welcome our King of Kings, and Lord of Lords!

- Remember in your prayers: All the aged, those who are sick, suffering, or shut-in, especially Habib Metri and Alice
Boghos. We pray for peace throughout the world, especially for those suffering in the Middle-east. We pray for those who
have fallen asleep before us in the hope of resurrection, especially for Yaacoub Jabbour and Reema Taleb (Memorial

Service today).

- Hospitality: We need volunteers on a weekly basis to please consider stepping up and engage in this ministry of

hospitality.

- Many thanks to all who participated in — and, especially, made possible — our youths’ cookie decorating event and our
falafel lunch! May the Lord bless you abundantly for your generosity!

Troparion of the resurrection (5th tone)

Let us, O faithful, * praise and worship the word, * coeternal
with the Father and the Spirit, * born of the Virgin for our
Salvation; * for He was pleased to be lifted in the flesh upon
the cross * and to endure death * and to raise the dead * by
His glorious resurrection.

Troparion of the Ancestors of Christ (2" Tone)

Faith can accomplish great things. Through it, the Three
Holy Children rejoice in the flames as if they had been in
refreshing water, and Daniel in the midst of lions is like a
shepherd among his sheep. Through their intercession, O
Christ God, save our souls.

Troparion of St. Jacob, Brother of the Lord (Tone 4)

As a disciple of the Lord, you received the Gospel, O holy
Jacob. As a martyr, you displayed unyielding will. As a
brother of God, you have special power with Him. As a
hierarch, you have the right of intercession. Intercede,
therefore, with Christ God that he may save our souls.

Kondakion of the Preparation of the Nativity of our Lord
Today the Virgin is on her way to the cave where she will
give birth to the Eternal Word of God in an ineffable manner.
Rejoice, therefore, O Universe, when you hear this news:
and glorify with the angles and the shepherds, Him who
shall appear as a new child, being God from all eternity.

Epistle Heb 11:9-10; 32-40, pg. 447 (Eng), pg. 501 (Ar)
Sunday before the Nativity

PROKIMENON

Blessed are You, O Lord, God of our fathers, and Your
name is worthy of praise and glorious forever.

Stichon: For You are just in all You have done to us, and
all Your works are true and Your ways right.

Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews
Brethren, by faith, Abraham lived in the Land of the Promise
as in a foreign land, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob,
the co-heirs of the same promise, for he was looking for the
city with fixed foundations, of which city the architect and
builder is God. And what more shall | say? For time will fail
me if | tell of Gideon, Barac, Samson, Jephthe, David and
Samuel and the prophets, who by faith conquered
kingdoms, wrought justice, obtained the fulfilment of
promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the
violence of fire, escaped the edge of sword, recovered
strength from weakness, became valiant in battle, routed
foreign armies.

Women had their dead restored to them though
resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to yield for their
release in order to obtain a better resurrection. Others
again suffered mockery and blows, even chains and
jailings. They were stoned, cut to pieces, put to the
question, killed by the sword. They went about in
sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, distressed, afflicted (of
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whom the world was not worthy), wandering in deserts,
mountains, caves and holes in the ground.

And none of these, despite the positive witnessing of faith,
received what was promised, for God has something better
in store for us, so that they were not to reach their final
perfection without us.

Alleluia (Tone 4) Ps. 43:2, 33: 18

O God, our ears have heard, our fathers have declared to
us the deeds You did in their days, in the days of old.
Stichon: The just cried out, and the Lord heard them, and
He delivered them from all their trials.

Gospel: Sunday before the Nativity, Matthew 1: 1-25
(Genealogy of Christ) pg. 299 (Eng), pg. 198 (Ar)

The book of the origin of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the
son of Abraham. Abraham begot Isaac, Isaac begot Jacob,
Jacob begot Judah and his brethren. Judah begot Perez
and Zarah whose mother was Thamar. Perez begot
Hezron, Hezron begot Ram. And Ram begot Amminadab,
Amminadab begot Nahshon, Nahshon begot Salma.
Salma begot Boaz of Rahab. Boaz begot Obed of Ruth,
Obed begot Jesse, Jesse begot David the King. And David
the King begot Solomon of the former wife of Uriah.
Solomon begot Rehoboam, Rehoboam begot Abijah,
Abijah begot Asa. And Asa begot Jehoshaphat,
Jehoshaphat begot Joram, Joram begot Azariah. And
Azariah begot Jotham, Jotham begot Ahaz, Ahaz begot
Ezechiah. And Ezechiah begot Manasseh, Manasseh
begot Amon, Amon begot Josiah. And Josiah begot
Jeconiah and his brethren at the time of deportation to
Babylon. And after the deportation to Babylon, Jeconiah
begot Shealtiel, Shealtiel begot Zerubbabel. And
Zerubbabel begot Abiud, Abiud begot Eliakim, Eliakim
begot Azor. And Azor begot Zadok, Zadok begot Achim,
Achim begot Eliud. And Eliud begot Eleazar, Eleazar begot
Matthan, Matthan begot Jacob. And Jacob begot Joseph,
the husband of Mary, and of her was born Jesus, Who is
called Christ. So all the generations from Abraham to David
are fourteen generations. And from David to the
deportation to Babylon fourteen generations; and from the
deportation to Babylon to Christ, fourteen generations.
Now the origin of Christ was like this. When Mary His
mother had been betrothed to Joseph, she was found,
before they came together, to be with child by the Holy
Spirit. But Joseph her husband, being a just man and not
wishing to expose her to reproach, was thinking of putting
her away privately. But while he was considering these
things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream, saying, “Do not be afraid, Joseph, son of David, to
take to you Mary your wife, for that which is begotten in her
is of the Holy Spirit. And she shall bring forth a Son, and
you shall call His name Jesus; for He shall save His people
from their sins.” Now all this came to pass that what was
spoken by the Lord through the prophet might be fulfilled,
“Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth
a son; and they shall call his name Emmanuel;” which is
interpreted, “God with us.” So, Joseph, arising from sleep,
did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him, and took
Mary to be his wife. And he did not know her till she brought
forth her firstborn son. And he called His name Jesus.

Hymn to the Theotokos: Itis truly right...
Kinonikon: Praise the Lord...

Post-communion: We have seen the true Light...
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SAINT JACOB MELKITE GREEK-CATHOLIC CHURCH

Sunday Divine Liturgy 11:00 a.m. at Holy Angels Byzantine Catholic Church

Worship address: 2235 Galahad Road, San Diego, CA 92123
Mailing address: PO Box 231328, San Diego, CA 92193

Phone: 619-333-2772 E-mail: frshaun@stjacobmelkite.org Web site: stjacobmelkite.org
Fr. Shaun Brown, Administrator Deacon Antoine Kabbane, Associate

Saint Jacob Melkite Catholic Church is an Eastern Catholic Community of the Eparchy of Newton, headed by His Grace,
Bishop Nicholas. Liturgical services are celebrated in English and Arabic in the Byzantine Rite. The Eparchy (Diocese) is a
part of the Patriarchate of Antioch, headed by His Beatitude, Patriarch Joseph. “...and in Antioch the disciples were for the
first time called Christians” (Acts 11:26). The Melkite Greek-Catholic Church professes the orthodox faith and maintains full
communion with the See of Rome.

St. Jacob Mission Statement: To foster a Catholic and Godly renewal with worship through the awe-inspiring Liturgy of
the Byzantine Rite and by safeguarding our Orthodox Faith and Tradition; in order to bring the message of the Living Lord
to the faithful and seekers of truth.



