Sunday, January 24, 2021 Christ is among us! He is and always will be!
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Sunday of the Publican & the Pharisee: Today marks the beginning of our use of the Triodion — the liturgical
books that guide us through Great Lent. “Why,” you ask; “Great Lent does not begin for another three weeks!”
And correct you are! However, our holy mother the Church recognizes the importance of being prepared to start
Lent off on the right spiritual foot, as it were. Hence, she gives us these weeks before Lent to preparing our
minds and hearts for the great Lenten Spring. Let us use these weeks wisely.

Mother Xenia the Roman: Having lived in 5" century Rome, and originally named Eusebia, our holy mother
among the saints Xenia hailed from a noble and rich family. As was the case with young women in her time and
of her stature, she was subject to an arranged marriage. Instead of marrying, she fled to the island of Kos with
two of her devoted servants. Having been estranged from her homeland, she came to be called “Xenia,”
“stranger” in Greek. She began a Christian community and then founded a women’s monastery. Bishop Paul
of Mylasa ordained her a deaconess because of her devotion and service to those in need.

Remember in your prayers: All who are sick, suffering or recovering from illness. We pray for those who have
fallen asleep before us in the hope of eternal life. Also, we pray unceasingly for deliverance from the current
pandemic, remembering especially our elderly, vulnerable, health care workers — some of whom are members
of this mission community. We remember, as they come in, the hames and intentions submitted online. And,
most especially, we commend your generosity to Our Lord: so many of you have supported us by donating your
time and treasure (in person, via the mail, online), joining us in worship via live-stream or at Holy Angels; many
of you have donated your talent but praying, singing, serving, baking, setting up and breaking down our liturgy.
May the Lord richly reward your generosity!

Religious Education (Sunday School) Note: As the pandemic rages on we need to address the spiritual
development of our youth. Normally, Layla and Eihab take care of Sunday School. But we need to get resources
to the youth so our parents and/or community members can educate the future of our Church. So far, we’ve had
input from one family. Please email Fr Shaun the names and grades of your kids and we’ll start acquiring then
distributing the proper Religious Education materials. Many thanks and blessings for your support!

Congratulations to Dani Maria and Layla Khbais on their engagement, and we wish them a very happy future
forming another St Jacob family to add to our community.
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Epistle of the Pharisee & the Publican, 2 Timothy,
3:10-15 - p. 318, Ar. p. 356

Prokimenon (Tone 8)

Make vows to the Lord your God and fulfill them; let all
round about bring gifts to the awesome God.

Stichon: God is renowned in Judah; is Israel, great is
his name.

Reading from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to Timothy
My son Timothy, you have followed my teaching, my
behavior, my faith, my long-suffering, my love, my
patience, my persecutions, my afflictions such as befell
me in Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, such persecutions
as | suffered: and out of them all, the Lord delivered me.
And all who want to live piously in Christ Jesus will suffer
persecution. But the wicked and impostors will go from
bad to worse, erring and leading into error. As for you,
keep on with the things you have learned and which
have been entrusted to you, and remember from whom
you have learned them. For you have known from
infancy the Sacred Scriptures which are able to give you
instruction for your salvation by the faith which is in
Christ Jesus.

Alleluia (Tone 8)

Come, let us rejoice in the Lord! Let us sing joyfully to
God our Savior!

Stichon: Let us greet his presence with thanksgiving; let
us joyfully sing psalms to him.

Gospel Luke 18:10-14 - Page 187 (English) — Page 118
(Arabic)

The Lord told this parable: “Two men went up to the
temple to pray, the one a Pharisee and the other a
publican. The Pharisee stood and began to pray thus
within himself: ‘O God, | thank you that | am not like the
rest of men, robbers, dishonest, adulterers, or even like
this publican. | fast twice a week; | pay tithes of all |
possess.’ But the publican, standing far off, would not so
much as lift up his eyes to heaven, but kept striking his
breast, saying, ‘O God, be merciful to me a sinner!’ | tell
you, this man went back to his home justified rather than
the other; for anyone who exalts himself shall be
humbled, and anyone who humbles himself shall be
exalted.

Hirmos: Itis truly right ...
Kinonikon: Praise the Lord ...

Post-communion Hymn: We have seen the true light ...
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SAINT JACOB MELKITE GREEK-CATHOLIC CHURCH

Sunday Divine Liturgy 11:00 a.m. at Holy Angels Byzantine Catholic Church

Worship address: 2235 Galahad Road, San Diego, CA 92123
Mailing address: PO Box 231328, San Diego, CA 92193

Phone: 619-333-2772
Fr. Shaun Brown, Administrator

E-mail: frshaun@stjacobmelkite.org
Deacon Antoine Kabbane, Associate

Web site: stjacobmelkite.org

Saint Jacob Melkite Catholic Church is an Eastern Catholic Community of the Eparchy of Newton, headed
by His Grace, Bishop Nicholas. Liturgical services are celebrated in English and Arabic in the Byzantine Rite.
The Eparchy (Diocese) is a part of the Patriarchate of Antioch, headed by His Beatitude, Patriarch Joseph.
“...and in Antioch the disciples were for the first time called Christians” (Acts 11:26). The Melkite Greek-
Catholic Church professes the orthodox faith and maintains full communion with the See of Rome.

St. Jacob Mission Statement: To foster a Catholic and Godly renewal with worship through the awe-inspiring
Liturgy of the Byzantine Rite and by safeguarding our Orthodox Faith and Tradition; in order to bring the
message of the Living Lord to the faithful and seekers of truth.
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