
Sunday, February 9, 2020 Christ is among us! He is and always will be! 

Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 
 

 
Leave-taking of the Feast of the Encounter 

Sunday of the Prodigal Son 
The Sunday after the Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee is the 
Sunday of the Prodigal Son. This parable of God’s forgiveness calls 
us to “come to ourselves” as did the prodigal son, to see ourselves as 
being “in a far country” far from the Father’s house, and to make the 
journey of return to God. We are given every assurance by the Master 
that our heavenly Father will receive us with joy and gladness. We 
must only “arise and go,” confessing our self-inflicted and sinful 
separation from that “home” where we truly belong (Luke 15:11-24). 1 

 

Remember in your prayers: All who are sick, suffering or reco-
vering from illness.  Those who have fallen asleep before us in the 
hope of resurrection, especially Nadeem Nasser and Fahed Jeryes. 

 
 

Antiphon Prayer 
O God of mercy and compassion, who do not want the 
sinner to die but to repent and live, we ask You to shine 
the Light of your Face upon us. Convert us to You, for the 
enemy has deceived us and stripped us of your grace. 
Restore to us our initial vestment. Open to us the doors of 
your great mercy, that we may enter your heavenly 
Dwellings with the Elect and praise your glory forever. 
For You have sent your Only-begotten Son in forgiveness 
to the World. Through Him we render glory, thanksgiving 
and worship to You Eternal Father, and to your All-holy, 
Good and Life-giving Spirit, now and always and forever 
and ever. 
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone 2) 
When You descended to death, O immortal Life, You put 
Hades to death by the splendor of Your divinity. And when 
You raised the dead from below the earth, all the heavenly 
powers cried out to you: “O Giver of life, Christ our God, 
glory to You!” 
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Troparion of St. Jacob, Brother of the Lord (Tone 4) 
As a disciple of the Lord, you received the Gospel, O holy 
Jacob. As a martyr, you displayed unyielding will. As a 
brother of God, you have special power with Him. As a 
hierarch, you have the right of intercession. Intercede, 
therefore, with Christ God that he may save our souls. 
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Kondakion of the Prodigal Son (Tone 3) 
In my foolish wretchedness I ran away from your glory, and 
I squandered wickedly the riches You had given me.  And 
so now, like the Prodigal Son, I cry out to You: “I have 
sinned in your sight, Merciful Father: receive me now that I 
repent and make me as one of your hired servants.” 
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Epistle of the Sunday of the Prodigal Son 1 Cor 6:12-20 
Prokimenon (Tone 1) 
May your kindness, O Lord, be upon us, / for we have 
hoped in you. 
Stichon: Exult, you just, in the Lord; praise from the 
upright is fitting. 
A Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the 
Corinthians 
Brethren, all things are lawful for me, but not all things are 
fitting.  All things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought 
under the power of anyone.  Food is for the belly, and the 
belly for food, but God will destroy both the one and the 
other.  Now, the body is not for immorality, but for the Lord, 
and the Lord for the body.  For God has raised up the Lord 
and will also raise us up by his power. 
Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? 
Shall I then take the members of Christ and make them the 
members of a prostitute?  By no means! Or do you not 
know that one who cleaves tot a prostitute becomes one 
body with her?  For the two, it is said, shall be one flesh 
(Gn.2 : 24). But he who cleaves to the Lord is one spirit 
with him.  Flee immortality.  Every sin a man commits is 
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outside the body, but the immoral man sins against his 
own body.  Or do you not know that your members are the 
temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have 
from God and that you are not your own? For you have 
been bought at a great price.  Glorify God therefore in your 
body and in your soul which both are God’s. 
Alleluia (Tone 1) 
O God, you granted me retribution and make peoples 
subject to me and saved me from my raging enemies. 
Stichon: Therefore, I will proclaim you, O Lord, among the 
nations, and I will sing praise to your name. 
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Gospel of the Sunday of the Prodigal Son Luke 15: 11-
32 
The Lord told this parable: “A man had two sons.  And the 
younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the 
share of the property that falls to me.’ And he divided his 
possessions between them.  And not many days later, the 
younger son gathered up all his wealth and traveled to a 
far country; and there he squandered his fortune in loose 
living.  And after he had spent all, there came a severe 
famine over that country, and he began to suffer from it.  
And he went and joined one of the local landowners, who 
sent him to his fields to feed the pigs.  And he longed to fill 
himself with the pods the pigs were eating, but no one 
offered to give them to him.  But when he had come to his 
senses, he said, ‘How many hired men in my father’s 
house have bread in abundance, while I am perishing with 
hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and will say to 
him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before 
you, I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me 
as one of your hired men.” And he got up and went to his 
father.  But while he was yet a long way off, his father saw 
him and was moved with compassion and ran and fell 
upon his neck and kissed him.  And the son said to him, 
‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you, I am 
no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the Father said 
to his servants, ‘Fetch quickly the best robe and put it on 
him, and give him a ring for his finger and sandals for his 
feet; and bring out the fattened calf and kill it, and let us 
eat and make merry; because this my son was dead, and 
has come to life again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they 
began to make merry.  Now his elder son was in the field; 
and as he came close to the house, he heard music and 
dancing.  And calling one of the servants he asked what 
this meant.  And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, 
and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he 
has got him back safe.’ But he was angered and would not 
go in. His father, therefore, came out and began to beg 
him.  But he answered and said to his father, ‘Look, these 
many years I have been serving you, and have never 
disobeyed any of your orders; and yet, you have never 
given me a kid that I might make merry with my friends. 
But when this son of yours comes, who has devoured your 
wealth with prostitutes; you have killed for him the fattened 
calf!’  But he said to him, ‘Son you are always with me, and 
all that is mine is yours; but we were bound to make merry 
and rejoice, for this your brother was dead, and has come 
to life; he was lost and is found.’” 
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Hirmos: It is truly right … ا(� :أ�ر�� q/وا �M� ... 

Kinonikon: Praise the Lord … ��"� و���� ... ا�)
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Post-communion Hymn:  We have seen the true light … و���� ...ا�%JM$M ا�*�ر (~�(� V  إذ :��� ا�,
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Saint Jacob Melkite Catholic Church is an Eastern Catholic Community of the Eparchy of Newton, headed by His 
Grace, Bishop Nicholas. Liturgical services are celebrated in English and Arabic in the Byzantine Rite. The Eparchy 
(Diocese) is a part of the Patriarchate of Antioch, headed by His Beatitude, Patriarch Joseph. “...and in Antioch the 
disciples were for the first time called Christians” (Acts 11:26). The Melkite Greek-Catholic Church professes the orthodox 
faith and maintains full communion with the See of Rome. 
St. Jacob Mission Statement: To foster a Catholic and Godly renewal with worship through the awe-inspiring Liturgy of 
the Byzantine Rite and by safeguarding our Orthodox Faith and Tradition; in order to bring the message of the Living Lord 
to the faithful and seekers of truth. 


