Sunday, December 22, 2019 Christis among us! He is  and always will be!
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Sunday of the Fathers

Today is also known as the Sunday of the Genealogy of Christ. We remember the aforemen-
tioned names, those in the Old Testament who were related to Christ by blood, and those who
spoke of His Birth as a man. In the Divine Liturgy, we will read of Jesus Christ’s lineage from
the Gospel of Saint Matthew. In this way, the Church shows us that Christ truly became a
man, taking on human nature. He was not a
ghost, an apparition, a myth, a distant imag-
ined god, or the abstract god of philoso-
phers; such a god does not have a family
tree. Our God is the God of Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob. He has flesh and blood, human
ancestors—many of whom sinned greatly,
but like David, also repented greatly. Yet,
all of these righteous ones in every age had
been well-pleasing to God because they
loved Him. By taking on human nature, the
Son of God became like us in all ways, in
flesh and blood, in mind and soul, and in
heart and will. He differed from us in only
one way: He could not sin. Since we know
that Christ’s human nature remained sinless,
He is also fully divine, and He shows us the
way in which we can avoid sin, and so im-
prove and transform our human nature. *




Remember in your prayers: Those who have fallen asleep before us in the hope of resur-
rection, especially the recently departed Douglas Bossardet and Manaar Isaac. All who are
sick, suffering or recovering from illness, especially Perette Jackson and Fr. Saba Shofany.
Know someone in need of a prayer? Please notify Fr. Shaun by Wednesday to ensure
they are included in the following Sunday’'s special intentions. Reach Fr. Shaun online by
visiting www.stjacobmelkite.org/prayer-request or by telephone at 619-333-2772.

Bishop’s Appeal: Look for Bishop Nicholas’ appeal letters in the mail soon or donate online.

Welcome Luncheon: Join us in the church today after the Divine Liturgy to welcome Fr.
Shaun to St. Jacob. Only $5 per person for pizza & salad!

f Christmas Day Orthros and Divine Liturgy: Wednesday December 25
" 1lam Festal Orthros and Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great for the
‘ Feast of the Nativity According to the Flesh of our Lord, God and Savior
,,/ Jesus Christ.

BEING MELKITE - DID YOU KNOW? What do the Bishops of Rome have to say about the
Eastern Church? Below is the papal quote for the month of December:

"The august age which ennobles these diverse rites is a great glory for all the church, and
affirms the divine unity of the Catholic faith. No witness perhaps better brings to light the
Catholicity of the Church of God in a more admirable manner than the unique homage which
is rendered to it by the differing ceremonies and the noble ancient languages all made more
venerable by their use by the Apostles and Fathers." 2

End of year giving options at St. Jacob Melkite Chu rch

1. Cash, Check or Credit Card: In person, by mail (P.O. Box 231328 San Diego, CA 92193) or
securely online at www.stjacobmelkite.org/donate.

2. Recurring EFT from your bank:  Flexible amount / frequency. Contact Rami Maria for setup.

3. Zelle: All major banks participate in the Zelle payment platform allowing you to send donations
easily, on a one-time or recurring basis, to our email address: donate @stjacobmelkite.org.

4. Corporate / Foundation Giving: Please contact Rami Maria to inquire.

5. Property: Gifts such as a residential, vacation or commercial property, land, or tangible property
such as works of art, jewelry, collections and other personal property may be given. Tax receipts
based on assessed value will be provided.

6. Securities: A great way to avoid capital gains taxes is to donate securities, such as stocks or
bonds. Contact your broker, bank or Rami Maria to get started.

7. Retirement Assets: Contact your IRA representative to learn more about how to transfer contribu-
tions to St. Jacob.

8. Pledges: Pledges can be monthly, quarterly, semi-annually, or annually. Automatic gifts via EFT
or credit card may be set up or manual gift-giving by cash or check is also accepted.

9. Specific Intentions: Support of a specific ministry such as Living In Truth Youth and Young
Adults, Ladies Society, Choir, Eastern Christian Formation or the Building Fund is easy. Simply
include with any gift a memo line indicating the ministry you wish to support.
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O LORD GOD, BLESS THE SACRIFICIAL WORSHIP & STEWARD SHIP OF YOUR FAITHFUL SERVANTS

Summary of offerings made on Sunday, December 15

Tithes and Sacrificial Offerings: Member envelopes returned: 11,
Visitor envelopes used: 0, Basket offerings: $798, Automated

giving: $50, Social Hour: $35, Total tithes and sacrificial offer- Attendance: 54
ings: $883 1 member gave $200

2 members gave $100
2 members gave $50

Average weekly expenses: $1,200

Average offerings made: Members: $23.03, Visitors: $12.38 4 members gave $40
Tithe: Represents 10% of our gross income returned to God. 2 members gave $25
Sacrificial offering is a gift that is a true sacrifice for us to make. 2 members gave $20

1 member gave $10

Are you a member or a visitor? Members have offering Visitors gave $88

envelopes. If you consider yourself a member and don’t have
offering envelopes, please see Rami Maria.

Forgot your envelope? Not to worry. Visitor offering envelopes are available in the narthex.

Youth / Young Adults: Please see Dani Maria if you are interested in joining Living In Truth.

Parish Advisory Council:  Dani Maria (Chairman), Sally Provencio (Vice-Chairwoman/
Treasurer), Reem Rame (Secretary), Anthony Porrello, Eihab Shahtout and Rusty Barghout.

Volunteers wanted! Please sign up online at www.stjacobmelkite.org/volunteer or with Fr.
Shaun or Rami Maria for the unassigned tasks on the following page. For social hour clean-
up, please see Hala Shahtout or Reem Rame.

Epistle Reading: Sign up to read the Epistle in the church narthex or online.

Volunteer Schedule
Please sign up at stjacobmelkite.org/volunteer if you would like to help!

Date Task Responsible Member(s)
Epistle Reading EN: AR:
Sunday Welcoming Visitors Eihab Shahtout
12/22/2019  Gospel Bearing
Social Hall
Epistle Reading EN: AR:
Wednesday Welcoming Visitors Anthony Porrello

12/25/2019  Gospel Bearing

Social Hall




Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom

Troparion of the Resurrection  (Tone 3)

Let all in heaven rejoice and all on earth be glad, for the Lord has exerted power with His arm: By
death He has trampled upon Death and has become the firstborn from the dead. He has delivered
us from the bosom of Hades and has granted to the world great mercy.
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Troparion of the Fathers (Tone 2)

Faith can accomplish great things. Through it, the Three Holy Children rejoice in the flames as if
they had been in refreshing water, and Daniel in the midst of lions is like a shepherd among his
sheep. Through their intercession, O Christ God, save our souls.
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Troparion of St. Jacob, Brother of the Lord (Tone 4)

As a disciple of the Lord, you received the Gospel, O holy Jacob. As a martyr, you displayed un-
yielding will. As a brother of God, you have special power with Him. As a hierarch, you have the
right of intercession. Intercede, therefore, with Christ God that he may save our souls.
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Kondakion of the Preparation for the Nativity of ou rLord (Tone 3)

Today the Virgin is on her way to the cave where she will give birth to the Eternal Word of God in
an ineffable manner. Rejoice therefore O Universe when you hear this news, and glorify with the
angels and the shepherds, Him who shall appear as a new Child being God from all eternity.
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EPISTLE of the Sunday before the Nativity  Heb 11:9-10; 32-40
PROKIMENON (Tone 4) pg. 447




Reader: Blessed are You, O Lord, God of our fathers, and Your nhame is worthy praise and glori-
ous forever.

All: Blessed are You, O Lord, God of our fathers, and Your name is worthy praise and
glorious forever.

Reader: For You are just in all You have done to us, and all Your works are true and Your ways
right.

All: Blessed are You, O Lord, God of our fathers, and Your name is worthy praise and
glorious forever.

Reader: Blessed are You, O Lord, God of our fathers ...

All: ... and Your name is worthy praise and glorious forever.

A READING from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews

[ RETHREN, by faith, Abraham lived in the Land of the Promise as in a foreign land,

‘( dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the co-heirs of the same promise, for he was

| looking for the city with fixed foundations, of which city the architect and builder is God.

=4 And what more shall | say? For time will fail me if | tell of Gideon, Barac, Samson,

Jephthe, David and Samuel and the prophets, who by faith conquered kingdoms, wrought justice,

obtained the fulfillment of promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, es-

caped the edge of sword, recovered strength from weakness, became valiant in battle, routed for-

eign armies.

Women had their dead restored to them though resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to yield

for their release in order to obtain a better resurrection. Others again suffered mockery and blows,

even chains and jailings. They were stoned, cut to pieces, put to the question, killed by the sword.

They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, distressed, afflicted (of whom the world

was not worthy), wandering in deserts, mountains, caves and holes in the ground.

And none of these, despite the positive witnessing of faith, received what was promised, for God

has something better in store for us, so that they were not to reach their final perfection without us.

ALLELUIA (Tone 4) pg. 444

O God, our ears have heard, our fathers have declared to us the deeds You did in their days, in

the days of old.

Stichon: The just cried out, and the Lord heard them, and He delivered them from all their trials.
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GOSPEL of the Sunday before Nativity  Matthew 1:1-25 (The Genealogy of Christ)

he book of the origin of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the son of Abraham. Abraham
e begot Isaac, Isaac begot Jacob, Jacob begot Judah and his brethren. Judah begot
rz@a) Perez and Zarah whose mother was Thamar. Perez begot Hezron, Hezron begot
44 Ram. And Ram begot Amminadab, Amminadab begot Nahshon, Nahshon begot
Salma. Salma begot Boaz of Rahab. Boaz begot Obed of Ruth, Obed begot Jesse, Jesse begot
David the King. And David the King begot Solomon of the former wife of Uriah. Soloman begot
Rehoboam, Rehoboam begot Abijah, Abijah begot Asa. And Asa begot Jehoshaphat, Jeho-
shaphat begot Joram, Joram begot Azariah. And Azariah begot Jotham, Jotham begot Ahaz,
Ahaz begot Ezechiah. And Ezehchiah begot Manasseh, Manasseh begot Amon, Amon begot
Josiah. And Josiah begot Jeconiah and his brethren at the time of deportation to Babylon. And
after the deportation to Babylon, Jeconiah begot Shealtiel, Shealtiel begot Zerubbabel. And
Zerubbabel begot Abiud, Abiud begot Eliakim, Eliakim begot Azor. And Azor begot Zadok, Zadok
begot Achim, Achim begot Eliud. And Eliud begot Eleazar, Eleazar begot Matthan, Matthan begot
Jacob. And Jacob begot Joseph, the husband of Mary, and of her was born Jesus, Who is called
Christ. So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations. And from David
to the deportation to Babylon fourteen generations; and from the deportation to Babylon to Christ,
fourteen generations. Now the origin of Christ was like this. When Mary His mother had been
betrothed to Joseph, she was found, before they came together, to be with child by the Holy
Spirit. But Joseph her husband, being a just man and not wishing to expose her to reproach, was
thinking of putting her away privately. But while he was considering these things, behold, an an-
gel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Do not be afraid, Joseph, son of David, to
take to you Mary your wife, for that which is begotten in her is of the Holy Spirit. And she shall
bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus; for He shall save His people from their sins.”
Now all this came to pass that what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet might be fulfilled,
“Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son; and they shall call his name Em-
manuel;” which is interpreted, “God with us.” So Joseph, arising from sleep, did as the angel of

N
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the Lord had commanded him, and took Mary to be his wife. And he did not know her till she
brought forth her firstborn son. And he called His nhame Jesus.
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Hirmos: Itis truly right ... AU P W) |
Kinonikon: Praise the Lord ... o ganall (e I s A glial) pis
Post-communion hymn:  We have seen the true light... cssiall gl U las 38 3) A glial) day

Credits: 1. Antiochian Diocese of Los Angeles and the West, 2. Pope Leo XlII, Encyclical: Orientalium Dignitas, November 30, 1894

Holy Mysteries

Mysteries of Christian Initiation: 1 month advance notice. Parents and Sponsors must be
practicing Catholics and properly registered in a parish.

Mystery of Holy Crowning: 6 months advance notice. Required: One meeting with Fr. Rez-
kallah and participation in a marriage preparation program approved by the Catholic Church.

Mystery of Reconciliation:  Before or after any service or by appointment
Mystery of Holy Anointing:  Available for those who are ill or anticipating an operation.
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Fr. Shaun Brown, Pastor/Administrator

SAINT JACOB MELKITE GREEK-CATHOLIC CHURCH
Sunday Divine Liturgy 11 a.m. at Holy Angels Byzantine Catholic Church

Worship address: 2235 Galahad Road, San Diego, CA 92123
Mailing address: PO Box 231328, San Diego, CA 92193

Phone: 619-333-2772

Saint Jacob Melkite Catholic Church

ion with the See of Rome.

Mission Statement:

the message of the Living Lord to the faithful and seekers of truth.

E-mail: frshaun@stjacobmelkite.org  Web site: www.stjacobmelkite.org
Deacon Antoine Kabbane, Associate

is an Eastern Catholic Community of the Eparchy of Newton,
headed by His Grace, Bishop Nicholas. Liturgical services are celebrated in English and Arabic in the
Byzantine Rite. The Eparchy (Diocese) is a part of the Patriarchate of Antioch, headed by His Beati-
tude, Patriarch Joseph. “...and in Antioch the disciples were for the first time called Christians” (Acts
11:26). The Melkite Greek-Catholic Church professes the Orthodox Faith and maintains full commun-

To foster a Catholic and Godly renewal with worship through the awe-inspiring
Liturgy of the Byzantine Rite and by safeguarding our Orthodox Faith and Tradition; in order to bring
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December 2019

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Divine Liturgy Great-martyr |Sabbas the Nicholas the
Barbaraand  |Sanctified Wonderworker
Father John
Damascene
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Divine Liturgy |Conception of Spiridon the
Saint Ann Wonderworker
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Divine Liturgy
Holy Ancestors
Reconciliations
22 23 24 25 11am |26 27 28
Divine Liturgy Paramony of  [Nativity of our |Synaxis of the |Joseph, James
Genealogy of the Nativity  |Lord, God and |Theotokos and David
Christ Savior Jesus
Christ
Welcome Lunch
29 30 31
Divine Liturgy




