
Sunday, September 9, 2018 Christ is in our midst! He is and always will be! 
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Second day of the Feast of the Nativity of the Theotokos 
 

This feast in its origin was that of the dedication of Saint 
Ann's Church in Jerusalem, in the place where tradition 
places the home of Saints Joachim and Anne, where the 
Virgin was born. This feast was later adopted by Byzantium 
and, in the Seventh Century, by Rome. 
According to an ancient tradition, inserted in an apocryphal 
writing of the Second century (The Nativity of Mary) and 
later taken up again in the proto-gospel of James, Joachim 
and Ann, who did not have children, received a visit from an 
angel of the Lord, who announced to them the conception of 
a daughter who was reserved for an exceptional destiny. 
After their daughter's birth, they carefully looked after her 
education until the day when they could take her to the tem-
ple where the virgin-child would live, miraculously nourished 
by an angel. 
The Divine Liturgy invites us to especially consider the par-
ticipation of Mary in the redemptive work. Mary is the col-
laborator of her Son, by the very fact that she conceived and 
begot Him. Destined before all ages for the accomplishment of this marvelous work, she repre-
sents herself from the day of her birth as the spotless one, humanity. Saint John Damascene 
cries out, addressing himself to the parents of the Virgin: "Blessed pair, all creation in indebted to 
you. Indeed, it is by you that she could offer to the Creator a gift above all gifts, the chaste 
mother, who alone was worthy of this Creator. Rejoice, Joachim, as the Son is born to us by your 
daughter." 

 

Saints of the Day 
 

Commemoration of the Holy Ancestors of Christ 
JOACHIM AND ANNE 

 

According to its practice, the Byzantine Church celebrates on the 
day following the Feast of the Nativity of the Theotokos, the Saints 
who have held a preponderant role in it, the parents of the Mother of 
God, Joachim and Anne. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Commemoration of the Holy Martyr SEVERIAN 
The Holy Martyr Severian (+ 320) suffered for Christ in Armenian Se-
baste during the governorship of Licius, when Christians were perse-
cuted under the emperor Licinius. Even before his martyr’s deed, Saint 
Severian had shown sincere compassion for 40 Christian soldiers, suf-
fering for confessing the Name of Christ. He visited the captives in 
prison, raised their spirits, and appealed to their valor and stoic strength. 
These martyrs met their death at Lake Sebaste (March 9). 

Half a year later, Severian was also brought to trial for confessing the 
Christian Faith, and he was subjected to cruel tortures. Deeply devoted 
to the will of God, Saint Severian called out to the Lord during his tor-
ment, imploring Him for the strength to endure the suffering and to com-
plete his deed of martyrdom. 
 

Credit: OCA 

(Continued from page 1) 

Remember in your prayers: Those who have fallen asleep before us in the hope of resur-
rection and all who are sick, suffering or recovering from illness.  
Know someone in need of a prayer? Please notify Fr. Rezkallah by Wednesday to ensure 
they are included in the following Sunday’s special intentions. Reach Fr. Rezkallah online by 
visiting www.stjacobmelkite.org/prayer-request or by telephone at 858-987-2864. 

Bring your crosses next Sunday! We will be celebrating the Feast of the Exaltation of the 
Holy Cross (September 14) next Sunday. Please bring your crosses for the customary pro-
cession at the end of the liturgy. 

Choir Practice: Today after the Divine Liturgy. 

28th Anniversary Party: Saturday, October 20, at Royal Palace Banquet Hall featuring live 
entertainment from signer Rabih Samaan and DJ Bassam Nino! Tickets going on sale very 
soon. Check the website for more information. 

Mysteries of Christian Initiation:  1 month advance notice. Parents and Sponsors must be 
practicing Catholics and properly registered in a parish. 
Mystery of Holy Crowning:  6 months advance notice. Required: One meeting with Fr. Rez-
kallah and participation in a marriage preparation program approved by the Catholic Church. 
Mystery of Reconciliation:  Before or after any service or by appointment 
Mystery of Holy Anointing:  Available for those who are ill or anticipating an operation. 

Holy Mysteries 
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Date Task Responsible Member(s) 

Sunday 
9/9/2018 

Epistle Reading EN: Rami Maria AR:  

Welcoming Visitors Dani Maria 

Gospel Bearing EN:  AR:  

Social Hour Max Samaan 

Epistle Reading EN:  AR:  

Welcoming Visitors Max Samaan 

Gospel Bearing EN:  AR:  

Social Hour Bishara Karam 

Sunday 
9/16/2018 

Volunteer Schedule 
Please sign up at stjacobmelkite.org/volunteer if you would like to help! 

Summary of offerings made on Sunday, September 2 

Attendance: 50 

1 member gave $200 
1 member gave $125 
1 member gave $100 
4 members gave $50 
2 members gave $25 
4 members gave $20 
1 member gave $15 
1 member gave $10 
1 member gave $6 
Visitors gave $332 

Tithes and Sacrificial Offerings: Member envelopes returned: 14, 
Visitor envelopes used: 1, Basket offerings: $843, Automated 
giving: $225, Building Fund: $131, Social Hour: $60, Total tithes 
and sacrificial offerings: $1,128 

Average weekly expenses: $1,200 

Average offerings made: Members: $30.51, Visitors: $66.40 

Are you a member or a visitor? Members have offering 
envelopes. If you consider yourself a member and don’t have 
offering envelopes, please see Rami Maria. 

Tithe: Represents 10% of our gross income returned to God. 
Sacrificial offering is a gift that is a true sacrifice for us to make. 

O LORD GOD, BLESS THE SACRIFICIAL WORSHIP & STEWARDSHIP OF YOUR FAITHFUL SERVANTS 

Forgot your envelope? Not to worry. Visitor offering envelopes are available in the narthex. 

Youth / Young Adults: Please see Dani Maria if you are interested in joining Living In Truth. 

Parish Advisory Council: Rami Maria (Chairman), Max Samaan (Co-Vice Chairman), Eihab 
Shahtout (Co-Vice Chairman), Rana Metri, Dani Maria, Anthony Porrello and Sam Abraham. 

Volunteers wanted! Please sign up online at www.stjacobmelkite.org/volunteer or with Fr. 
Rezkallah or Rami Maria for the unassigned tasks on the following page. For social hour 
preparation and clean-up, please see Hala Shahtout. 

Epistle Reading: Sign up to read the Epistle in the church narthex or online. 
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Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 
 
 

Antiphon Prayer 
O Christ our God, who took flesh from the all-pure Virgin for our salvation, You adorned her soul 
beforehand with the gifts of the Holy Spirit, preparing her as a receptacle and throne for your Di-
vinity. 
Through her, Adam and his descendants obtained renewal of life. And through her birth today, the 
whole creation rejoices with the dawn of salvation to come. 
We ask You through her intercession, to renew our mind, enlighten our souls and grant us your 
joy and peace. 
For You are the King of Peace and the Savior of our souls, O Christ God, and to You we render 
glory and to your Eternal Father and your All-holy, Good and Life-giving Spirit, now and always 
and forever and ever.  
R : Amen. 
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Troparion of Resurrection (Tone 7) 
You destroyed Death by Your cross. You opened paradise to the thief. You changed the weeping 
of the myrrhbearers, and commanded Your apostles to proclaim that You, O Christ God, have 
risen, granting to the world great mercy.  
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تَ   ر�*Lَ   أن   �,
زوا   T   @ت   ا�)6�   ا�!+�D   َح��   V��Dدوس،   و
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Troparion of the Nativity of the Theotokos (Tone 4) 
Your Nativity, O Mother of God, heralded joy to the whole universe, for from you rose the Sun of 
Justice, Christ our God.  He canceled the curse and poured forth His grace:  He vanquished 
death and granted us eternal life.  
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Troparion of Joachim and Ann (Tone 8) 
We celebrate the memory of your Holy Ancestors, O Lord, and through them we beseech You to 
save our souls.  
 

   /
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Kondakion of the Nativity of the Theotokos (Tone 4) 
Through your holy birth, O Immaculate One, Joachim and Anne were delivered from the shame of 
childlessness, and Adam and Eve from the corruption of death. Your people, redeemed from the 
debt of their sins, celebrate your birth crying out to you: “the barren one gives birth to the Mother 
of God the Sustainer of our life!”  
 

2
�اق   ���&د   ا����ة    )�?�   Sا�
 )ا�
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��Nا� . 
 
 

EPISTLE of the Sunday before the Feast of the Holy Cross Galatians 6: 11- 18  
PROKIMENON (Tone 6) Ps. 27:9, 1 (pg. 388) 
Reader: O Lord, save your people and bless your inheritance! 
All:  O Lord, save your people and bless your inher itance! 
Reader: To you, O Lord, I have called: O my Rock, be not deaf to me! 
All:  O Lord, save your people and bless your inher itance! 
Reader: O Lord, save your people ... 
All:  … and bless your inheritance! 
A READING from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians (pg. 236) 
BRETHREN, see with what large letters I am writing to you with my own hand! All those who want 
to please in a human way are forcing you to be circumcised merely to avoid persecution because 
of the cross of Christ. For not even the circumcised observe the Law: but they want you to be cir-
cumcised that they may boast of your subjection to external rites. But as for me, God forbid that I 
should glory save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through Whom the world is crucified to 
me, and I to the world. For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision but a new 
creation is of any account. And whoever follow this rule, peace and mercy be upon them and on 
God’s Israel. From now on, let no man give me trouble, for I bear the marks of the Lord Jesus in 
my body. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brethren. Amen.  
ALLELUIA (Tone 1) Ps. 88:20, 22 
I have exalted one chosen out of my people.  I have found David my servant, and anointed him 
with holy chrism.  
Stichon:  For my hand shall support him, and my arm shall make him strong. 
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GOSPEL of the Sunday before the Feast of the Holy Cross John 3: 13-17 (The Son of Man 
Must be lifted up) (pg. 279) 
The Lord said, “No one has gone up into heaven except the One Who has come down from 
heaven: the Son of Man Who is in heaven. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, even 
so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that those who believe in Him may not perish, but may have 
life everlasting.” For God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that those who 
believe in Him may not perish, but may have life everlasting. For God did not send His Son into 
the world in order to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him.  
 

 )182. ص( D��3 :13 – 17��       ا"<�7   ا���   ا�:ي   782   ��6   ر�5   ا���4)
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M��Nا�   A�   َU*Fَ6ُ�   #�   ،M��N���6َ   ا��   ِM��Nا� . 
 

Hirmos: It is truly right ...     /ا��ة   ا����   ��*":      ��D   �$وا   Aا�...  
 

Kinonikon: Praise the Lord ...     !و�	
�?�ا   ا�
ب   +�   ا����ات      :"*��   ا���...  
 

Post-communion hymn: We have seen the true light ... !و�	

��   ا���ر   ا�?�H�6: �(�   ا��[�   ��  ... إذ   
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SUNDAY BEFORE THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS 
 

BOASTING IS NOT SOMETHING we expect to find promoted in religious writing. We see it is very definitely something of this 
world, of egos and the very worldly habit of stroking them. Yet in both Old and New Testaments, believers are encouraged to 
specific kinds of boasting. 
Several centuries before Christ, the prophet Jeremiah wrote, “Let not the wise boast of their wisdom or the strong boast of 
their strength, or the rich boast of their riches, but let the one who boasts boast about this: that they have the understanding 
to know Me” (Jer 9:23, 24). Knowing God was the greatest pride of the Israelite people, something of which they boasted 
before the other nations. They knew the only true God, who had revealed Himself to them. 
Centuries later, the Israelites’ boast of intimacy with God had been transformed by many into pride in keeping the Law. 
Christ’s parable of the publican and the Pharisee demonstrates that boasting about one’s love for God can easily become a 
reason to glorify oneself. In that story the Pharisee seems to be thanking God: “God, I thank You…” he begins, but quickly 
moves to boasting of his religious observance: he is not “like other people – robbers, evildoers, adulterers. I fast twice a week 
and give a tenth of all I get“ (Lk 18:11, 12). Although the Pharisee seems to be talking to God, he is actually talking to himself, 
congratulating himself on his spirit of piety. 
It is difficult to avoid the Pharisee’s boasting, when we start cataloging our acts of devotion. When we decide to go to church 
twice a week, for example, we may find ourselves feeling superior to those who only go once a week or less. When we com-
mit ourselves to a Prayer Rule, we may begin to look down on those who have not done so. When we count the number of 
times we say the Jesus Prayer or make prostrations, we may take pride in how our proficiency at these practices has grown. 
There was a time, not too long ago, when such spiritual arithmetic was encouraged, particularly in the West. That is generally 
not the case today; nevertheless the temptation to engage in self-praise is there. 
Like Jeremiah, St Paul seems to say “Let not the pious boast of their piety, but boast instead about the saving power of the 
cross.” It is, after all, not our acts of religious devotion that bring us life, but the gift of Christ’s life, offered for us on the cross. 
St Paul was especially disturbed by those among the early Christians who were insisting on one particular Jewish practice, as 
if accepting the saving death of Christ was not enough. Some believers were insisting that converts needed to be circumcised 
according to the Law of Moses to be numbered among the Christians. Paul strenuously denied this, insisting that these Old 
Testament practices had lost their obligatory character because Christ’s self-offering was sufficient to unite us to God.  
Boasting in the Cross  Still, boasting is not the first thing that comes to mind when we consider the cross of Christ. Some 
people are no doubt saddened by the thought of it, grieving at the sight of Christ suffering His passion. Some will be thankful 
that the Son of God offered Himself for us. But what does it mean to “boast” in the cross? 
When we think of people boasting of their accomplishments, their children, or their vacations, we know that, first of all, these 
aspects of their lives are frequently in their thoughts and in their conversation. It may seem that they talk of nothing else. A 
person first boasts in his heart, then publicly for all to hear. No one can doubt how proud the boaster is of his life’s joys. 
How often are our thoughts focused on the cross?  Our almost incessant making of the sign of the cross suggests that the 
cross is often on our Church’s mind. There are other indicators as well. Every Wednesday and Friday, in the hymns ap-
pointed for the daily services, our Church “boasts” liturgically about the cross in words such as these: “The precious cross of 
the Savior is our unshakable wall, for all of us who put our hope in it will be saved” (Tone One Vespers). 
The Church encourages us to fast on most Wednesdays and Fridays precisely because Christ was betrayed on a Wednes-
day and crucified on a Friday. Participating in these fasts is another opportunity to “boast” in the cross, acknowledging that 
Christ’s death on the cross witnesses to an unparalleled display of divine love. 
The Divine Liturgy is our opportunity to be mystically present at the cross. While the deacon lifts up the holy gifts crosswise, 
the priest prays, “Remembering … everything that was done for our sake: the cross, the tomb… we offer You Your own…” By 
joining Christ in this offering we are exalting the saving power of His cross. 
If these traditions are central to our personal spirituality, we would find it natural to boast about the cross in other ways as 
well. Publicly boasting about the cross can take many forms. The easiest is to publicly display the cross on our person or in 
our homes. Many people do this, however, without thinking about the meaning of the cross they are exhibiting. The cross 
witnesses that the death of the Son of God was a victory, not a defeat. By the cross Christ triumphed over death. 
Unlike certain Evangelicals, Eastern Christians are reluctant to speak publicly about the faith or even invite acquaintances to 
their church. One notable exception seems to be at the annual Food Festivals, when church tours are often organized for 
Festival visitors. Those parishes which have made the church tours the highpoint of the Festival report that these opportuni-
ties for “boasting” have often been a source of new parishioners. The arrangement of our church is not haphazard; rather it 
has developed over the centuries as a graphic proclamation of Christ – crucified, buried, risen and living in His Body, the 
Church. Participating in developing a church tour (and appropriate follow-ups) is a way for any of us to boast publicly in the 
Christ whom we revere in our hearts.  
 

Credit: Melkite Eparchy of Newton 
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SAINT JACOB MELKITE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 

Sunday Divine Liturgy 11 a.m. at Holy Angels Byzantine Catholic Church 

Worship address: 2235 Galahad Road, San Diego, CA 92123 
Mailing address: PO Box 231328, San Diego, CA 92193 

Pastor office address: 4772 Felton Street, San Diego, CA 92116 

Phone: 858-987-2864     E-mail: rsamaan@stjacobmelkite.org     Web site: stjacobmelkite.org 

Fr. Rezkallah Samaan, Pastor/Administrator       Deacon Antoine Kabbane, Associate 

Saint Jacob Melkite Community is a Greek-Catholic (Eastern Catholic) Community of the 
Eparchy of Newton, headed by His Grace, Bishop Nicholas. Liturgical services are celebrated 
in Arabic and English. The Eparchy (Diocese) is a part of the Patriarchate of Antioch, headed 
by His Beatitude, Patriarch Joseph. “...and in Antioch the disciples were for the first time 
called Christians” (Acts 11:26). The Melkite Greek-Catholic Church professes the Orthodox 
Faith and maintains full communion with the See of Rome. 

September 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

2 

Divine Liturgy 

3 4 5 6 

Miracle at 
Colossae, later 
named Chone 

7 8 

Nativity of the 
Theotokos 

Choir Practice 

9 

Divine Liturgy 

Joachim and 
Ann 

10 11 12 

Leave-taking of 
Nativity of the 
Theotokos 

LIT Bible Study 

13 

Dedication of 
the Church of 
the Holy 
Resurrection 

14 

Exaltation of 
the Venerable 
and Life-giving 
Cross 

15 

16 

Divine Liturgy 

All-Extolled 
Euphemia 

17 18 19 20 21 

Leave-taking of 
Exaltation of 
the Holy Cross 

22 

23 

Divine Liturgy 

Conception of 
the Precursor 
John 

24 25 26 

Death of John 
the Evangelist 

Bible Study 

27 28 29 

30 

Divine Liturgy 
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