Sunday, June 24, 2018 Christis in our midst! Heis ~ and always will be!
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Feast of the Nativity of Honored and Glorious Proph et
Precursor and Baptist John

The feast of the Nativity of Saint John the
Baptist with that of the Holy Apostles Peter
and Paul (June 29), is the first feast of a
New Testament personage which is not
attendant upon a great feast of the Lord.
Furthermore it must be remarked that it is
directly in keeping with the feast of the Na-
tivity according to the Flesh of Our Lord,
God, and Savior Jesus Christ, which sepa-
rates it by six months, day for day, accord-
ing to the Roman calendar: eight days from
the calends of July (June 24). In the East
this feast was originally fixed on June 25,
as evidenced by the calendar of the Mel-
kites of Chouarizm, reported by the histo-
rian Al-Biruni.

Like the winter solstice, that of the summer
was an occasion of great rejoicing among
the pagans. Just as the feast of the Nativity
according to the Flesh of Our Lord, God,
and Savior Jesus Christ in the Christian
calendar became the feast of the rising
Sun, the Lord Jesus who is the Light of the
world, thus it is admitted that the feast of
John the Baptist was placed at the summer
solstice since he himself said of the Lord:
"He must increase, but | must de-
crease" (John 3:30).

It is Saint Luke (Luke 1:1-80) who relates the Precursor's birth to us (today's Gospel at the Divine Lit-
urgy). The son of Zachary the priest and Elizabeth the barren, the fruit of the promise by his birth un-

tied his father's mute tongue and “filled the whole world with joy." It is at this time that his father pro-
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nounced the immortal canticle in which he sings of the realization of the promise made to Abraham,
the deliverance of his people with mercy. It is there that he prophesied to his small son the grandiose
role of Precursor for which God destined him, to prepare the way on earth for the Star who comes from
above "to put our feet in the good way, in the way of peace."

When very young, John the Baptist went to the desert, perhaps to one of the ascetic communities of
the Essenes who lived in the plain of Jordan. It is there that he began to baptize, that is to give the pu-
rification ritual to those who repented of their sins upon hearing his fiery word. It is there that he desig-
nated to his disciples the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. It was before John that
Jesus received the first official witness from the Father and the Holy Spirit: "This is my beloved Son." It
was also for his courage to enforce the laws of marriage that he was thrown into prison and beheaded.
To "the spouse's friend, who feels the greatest joy at the spouse's voice," and who wished to disap-
pear before him, to this second Isaia, Jesus addresses this eulogy: "What did you go out to the desert
to see?...a prophet? Yes, | tell you, and more than a prophet...I say to you, among those born of
women, there is not a greater prophet than John" (Luke 7:25-28).

Credit: R. Golini

Remember in your prayers: All who are sick, suffering or recovering from iliness, especially
Adli Hanna and Samir Shamieh.

Know someone in need of a prayer? Please notify Fr. Rezkallah by Wednesday to ensure
they are included in the following Sunday’s special intentions. Reach Fr. Rezkallah online by
visiting www.stjacobmelkite.org/prayer-request or by telephone at 858-987-2864.

40 Day Memorial: The 40-day memorial service for Madlin Maria will be held this coming
Sunday, July 1. A mercy meal will follow in the church hall.

Mark Your Calendars! Patriarch Joseph will be visiting St. Jacob Community on Wednes-
day, July 18. He will be celebrating the Divine Liturgy here at 6pm followed by a banquet style
dinner in the church hall. More details will be posted online soon. Do not miss this rare visit!

Apostle’s Fast: In our Melkite tradition, the Fast of the Apostles began last Tuesday, June
19th and continues until the Feast of Sts. Peter and Paul on June 29th, for a total of 10 days.

Holy Mysteries
Mysteries of Christian Initiation: 1 month advance notice. Parents and Sponsors must be
practicing Catholics and properly registered in a parish.

Mystery of Holy Crowning: 6 months advance notice. Required: One meeting with Fr. Rez-
kallah and participation in a marriage preparation program approved by the Catholic Church.

Mystery of Reconciliation: Before or after any service or by appointment
Mystery of Holy Anointing: Available for those who are ill or anticipating an operation.
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O LORD GOD, BLESS THE SACRIFICIAL WORSHIP & STEWARD SHIP OF YOUR FAITHFUL SERVANTS

Summary of offerings made on Sunday, June 17

Tithes and Sacrificial Offerings: Member envelopes returned: 11,
Visitor envelopes used: .3, Basket collection: $718, Automated
giving: $225, Total tithes and sacrificial offerings: $943

Average weekly expenses: $1,200

Are you a member or a visitor? Members have offering
envelopes. If you consider yourself a member and don’t have
offering envelopes, please see Rami Maria.

Tithe: Represents 10% of our gross income returned to God.
Sacrificial giving represents a gift that is a true sacrifice for us to
give.

Attendance: No Data

4 members gave $100
2 members gave $50
2 member gave $25
2 members gave $20
1 member gave $15
2 members gave $10
1 member gave $6
Visitors gave $312

Forgot your envelope? Not to worry. Visitor offering envelopes are available in the narthex.

Youth / Young Adults: Please see Dani Maria if you are interested in joining Living In Truth

Parish Advisory Council: Rami Maria, Max Samaan, Rana Metri, Samir Shamieh, Dani
Maria, Anthony Porrello and Sam Abraham (alternate).

Volunteers wanted! Please sign up online at www.stjacobmelkite.org/volunteer or with Fr.
Rezkallah or Rami Maria for the unassigned tasks below. For social hour preparation and
clean-up, please see Hala Shahtout.

Epistle Reading: Sign up to read the Epistle in the church narthex or online.

Volunteer Schedule
Please sign up at stjacobmelkite.org/volunteer if you would like to help!

Date Task Responsible Member(s)
Epistle Reading EN: AR:
Sunday Welcoming Visitors Rami Maria
6/24/2018  Gospel Bearing EN: AR:
Social Hour Rana Metri
Epistle Reading EN: AR:
Sunday Welcoming Visitors Max Samaan
711/2018  Gospel Bearing EN: AR:
Social Hour Reem Rame
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Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom

Antiphon Prayer
O Lord our God whose power is without compare, whose glory is incomprehensible, whose mercy is
beyond measure and whose love for mankind is beyond words: be pleased, Master, in the depth of
Your compassion, to look on us and on this holy place, and grant us and those praying with us the
riches of Your compassion and Your tender mercy.
K: Amen.
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Troparion of the Resurrection  (Tone 4)

The women disciples of the Lord, * having learned from the angel the joyful announcement of the res-
urrection, * and having rejected the ancestral sentence, * proudly told the apostles: * Death is de-
spoiled. Christ God is risen, * bestowing to the world great mercy.”
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Troparion of the Furerunner  (Tone 4)
Prophet and Forerunner of the Coming of Christ, in spite of our eagerness to render you due honor, we
fall short when singing your praise. Your glorious birth saved your mother from the shame of barren-
ness, retuned to your father the power of speech and heralded the worldwide preaching of the Incarna-
tion of the Son of God.
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Troparion of St. Jacob, Brother of the Lord (Tone 4)

As a disciple of the Lord, you received the Gospel, O holy Jacob. As a martyr, you displayed unyield-
ing will. As a brother of God, you have special power with Him. As a hierarch, you have the right of
intercession. Intercede, therefore, with Christ God that he may save our souls.
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Kondakion
O never failing Protectress of Christians and their ever present intercessor before the Creator, despise
not the petitions of us sinners, but in your goodness extend your help to us who call upon you with
confidence. Hasten, O Mother of God, to intercede for us, for you have always protected those who
honor you.
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EPISTLE of the Fifth Sunday after Pentecost Romans 10:1-10

PROKIMENON (Tone 4) Ps.103: 24, 1

Reader: How great are your works O Lord! In wisdom you have wrought them all.

People: How great are your works O Lord! In wisdom you have wrought them all.

Reader: Bless the Lord, O my soul! You are very great indeed, O Lord my God!

People: How great are your works O Lord! In wisdom you have wrought them all.

Reader: How great are your works O Lord!...

People: ...In wisdom you have wrought them all.

A READING from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans

BRETHREN, my heart’s desire and my prayer to God in their behalf is for salvation. For | bear witness
to them that they have zeal for God, but a zeal that is not informed. For ignorant of God’s holiness and
seeking to establish their own, they have not submitted to the sanctification offered by God. For Christ
is the consummation of the Law in terms of justification for everyone who believes.

For Moses has written that the man who brings about that justification which is of the Law shall live by
it. (Lv.18: 5) But the justification which is of faith says, Do not ask in your heart, who shall go up to
heaven that is, -- to bring down Christ. Or, Who will descend into the abyss (Dt.30: 12) that is, to bring
up Christ from the dead? But what does it say? The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart.
(Dt.30: 14) that is, the word of faith which we preach. For if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is
the Lord, and believe in your heart that God has raised him from the dead, you shall be saved. For a
man believes with the heart and attains justification, but he professes his faith with his mouth and at-
tains salvation.

ALLELUIA (Tone 4) Ps.44:5, 8

String your bow, go forth, reign for the sake of truth, meekness and righteousness, and your right hand
shall lead you wonderfully.

Stichon: You loved righteousness and hated iniquity: therefore God, your God, anointed you with the
oil of joy above your companions.
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GOSPEL of the Feast Luke 1: 1-25, 56-68, 76, 80

Since many writers have undertaken to draw up a narrative concerning the things that have been ful-
filled among us even as they who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word
have handed them down to us, | also have determined, after following up all things carefully from the
very first, to write for you, most excellent Theophilus, an orderly account, that you may understand the
certainty of the words in which you have been instructed. In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there
was a certain priest named Zechariah, of the course of Abijah; and his wife was of the daughters of
Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. Both were just before God, walking blamelessly in all the com-
mandments and ordinances of the Lord. But they had no child, for Elizabeth was barren; and they were
both advanced in years. Now it came to pass, while he was officiating in the order of his course as
priest before God, according to the custom of the priest’s office, that he was chosen by lot to enter the
temple of the Lord to burn incense. And the whole multitude of the people were praying outside at the
hour of incense. And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right of the altar of
incense. And Zechariah, seeing him, was troubled, and fear fell upon him. But the angel said to him,
“Do not be afraid Zechariah, for your petition has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth shall bear you a
son and you shall call his name John. And you shall have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at
his birth. For he shall be great before the Lord; he shall drink no wine or strong drink, and shall be filled
with the Holy Spirit even from his mother's womb. And many of the children of Israel he shall bring
back to the Lord their God, and he himself shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn
the hearts of fathers to their children and the incredulous to the wisdom of the just; to prepare for the
Lord a perfect people.” And Zechariah asked the angel, “How shall | know this? For | am an old man
and my wife is advanced in years.” And the angel answered and said to him, “I am Gabriel, who stand
in the presence of God; and | have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news And
behold, you shall be dumb and unable to speak until the day when these things come to pass, be-
cause you have not believed my words, which will be fulfilled in their proper time.” And the people were
waiting for Zechariah, and they wondered at his tarrying so long in the temple But when he did come
out he could not speak to them, and they realized he had seen a vision in the temple. And he kept
making signs to them, and remained dumb. And it came to pass, when the days of his service were
completed, that he went back home. Now after these days Elizabeth his wife conceived, and she se-
cluded herself five months, saying, “Thus has the Lord dealt with me in the days when he deigned to
take away my reproach among men “Now her time was fulfilled that she should be delivered, and she -
‘ brought forth a son. And her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy
towards her, and they rejoiced with her. And it came to pass on the eighth day, that they came to cir-
cumcise the child, and they were going to call him by his father's name, Zechariah. But his mother
spoke up and said, “Not so, but he shall be called John” And they said to her, “No one in your family is
called by this name” And they kept inquiring by signs of his father what he would have him called. And
asking for a writing-tablet he wrote the words, “John is his name.” And they all marveled. And immedi-
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ately his mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and he began to speak, blessing God. And fear
came on all their neighbors and all these things were told abroad in all the hill country of Judea. And all
who heard them kept them in their heart, saying, “What then will this child be?” For the hand of the
Lord was with him And Zechariah his father was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying,
“Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has visited and wrought redemption for his peo-
ple. And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, for you shall go before the face of the
Lord to prepare his ways.” And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and was in the wilderness
until the day of his manifestation to Israel.

(80 576 «68 — 57 «25-1 :1 Gl) aad) Juad)

Ol dsed el N |58 Al L) Lol LS el Lad Cupan () ) Al 55 3 e (B 15380 28 (5,08 IS
Ll el i oy S LiiS) ) Gty V) e s LadY) e Sl O 2ay (Ll Ul Sl eled Cpadla o5 AU
488 (e US) deu) (alS dased) elle Gua gy a1 3 (IS 4y Sidae 5 (21 2DISN Ansa Capal ¢l 5 T3
aalSals ol Ul maen (8 Ok el sl 0l LaaSIS WSy clibanl) Teand (b oy e A1 jely G
L B OeS OIS Lainy Lagal (8 L3 38 LaadIS LISy o ile clS cililiadl oY caly Lagd (S5 a5 a8l i
bl il ) seen US (S5 A5 ol UK Jay of Al Aaadl) ale e e il A5l el Al 438 53
ale wdyyol) s USH hall Al mie (e o W5 Sl S Al gel i il i, 8 Gl
OsSes Us g dpendd Gyl Gl Al Silbianll S8 el 5 a8 Slidla ld B ,S 5 L LaaS Yt 4l JUa casa
T30V On {slianm s S W g Tped Sy Wg Gl el Laplae () sSams 4dld ol gy (95588 7 S g zleil 5 = d &l
I cipni s Gl g bl D 985 aeell ool (I el i O 0 S By aa) Ol (B B sa s el
913 Lajel el G S5 J Tamiods G ol agd s )l V1 A ) Blasll g cp V) L oLY) Gl
Magr & il g SLIY Sl jT a8 5 ) alal Sl gl ) jan Ul el QU5 SO ald el 8 ol a8 0 jal 5 20
Onobitie Gl S 4l g) 8 2t A OIS GBanad al GLY a6 am ) AT D Bela (5K Gl La
IS8 sa Lol JSed) 3 L) sl 38 4l ) salad cagalSy ) adatiny ol 7z oA Ll JSuell 3 adlal (e (paaaia G S
fsed lgials Ayl Slbiag) cilim ALY Gl 2ay ey Al ) ame Adedd AL i Ly oS g agall Tyl
aly Ly e i Lald | uldl) (s Sladl ie Gopuadd el LA Dl ) ALY1 3 Gl o paa 13K (AL e
3;?-3{“"54.*4-5\ 5] | gsla Call) psall (A Lena 1sm L Aden ) adae 28 Topll (1 LBl 5 Ledlan pand Gl
I sbesh & anl) Nagr oo Gl B 3] Gl L] )8 Vs gy o h Jy SIS AL AT culal G S 4l sy
Alis Ay 4 i) Jal) s aglS | pmnaid U gy Lond (D08 4 LSy Wl Qllad ool o 355 13e 4l
Lsmans 0ol paen OS5 Aansel) Jls men 3 LS 5Vl odgr Tl cagdl s pen o Gasa Uad ) (Sl
z300 e LS ol Slialy dme ol & Sy € aall 13 (68 () ue Lo tgslshs peald 3 4 ghaiay ol
Goani GlY (oo {adl (o (onall Ll il 5 Aamd B108 au g 3881 45y ¢ pual A1) Sl 8 laa 1008 Gy )
- o sels as ) G (B OIS sl (s sy ses aall OS5 A a3 Tl A oLl

Hvmn to the Theotokos: It is truly right ... B EEREN PRI ETU P XU P QA

Kinonikon: “The just man shall be remembered forever: he shall not fear a bad name. Alleluia!”
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SAINT JACOB MELKITE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
Sunday Divine Liturgy 11 a.m. at Holy Angels Byzantine Catholic Church

Worship address: 2235 Galahad Road, San Diego, CA 92123
Mailing address: PO Box 231328, San Diego, CA 92193
Pastor office address: 4772 Felton Street, San Diego, CA 92116
Phone: 858-987-2864 E-mail: rsamaan@stjacobmelkite.org Web site: stiacobmelkite.org
Fr. Rezkallah Samaan, Pastor/Administrator Deacon Antoine Kabbane, Associate

Saint Jacob Melkite Community is a Greek-Catholic (Eastern Catholic) Community of the
Eparchy of Newton, headed by His Grace, Bishop Nicholas. Liturgical services are celebrated
in Arabic and English. The Eparchy (Diocese) is a part of the Patriarchate of Antioch, headed
by His Beatitude, Patriarch Joseph. “...and in Antioch the disciples were for the first time
called Christians” (Acts 11:26). The Melkite Greek-Catholic Church professes the Orthodox
Faith and maintains full communion with the See of Rome.
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