Sunday, January 28, 2018 Christ is in our midst! He is and always will be!
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St. Jacob Melkite

Catholic Community

Serving San Diego Since 1990

Sunday of the Prodigal Son

Saint of the Day

Commemoration of our Holy Father EPHREM THE SYRIAN

Saint Ephrem was born in Nisibis, Mesopotamia, at the beginning of the
Fourth century. His father, named Abnil, was a pagan priest. Ephrem was
a disciple of James, the Bishop of Nisibis. He practiced monastic life to

| perfection. He was ordained a deacon and became master of the great

Christian school of Nisibis, commenting on the Holy Scriptures and ex-
plaining, the dogmas of the Orthodox faith. After Julian the Apostate's
death and the treaty concluded in 363 between Jovian, the Roman Em-
peror, and Sapor, the Persian King, Nisibis fell under Persian rule. Many
Christians therefore left their country and with them the blessed Ephrem,

who henceforth taught in Edessa, in what was then called the School of
~ the Persians. He died in peace in the month of June in the year 373. He

A - composed a great many wonderful hymns in Syriac, nearly all of which

| have been translated into Greek for the instruction of the faithful. He was
. surnamed the Prophet of the Syrians, the Syrians' Elias, the Column of

L.| the Church, and the Harp of the Holy Spirit.



Holy Mysteries
Mysteries of Christian Initiation: 1 month advance notice. Parents and Sponsors must be
practicing Catholics and properly registered in a parish.

Mystery of Holy Crowning: 6 months advance notice. Required: One meeting with Fr. Rez-
kallah and participation in a marriage preparation program approved by the Catholic Church.

Mystery of Reconciliation: Before or after any service or by appointment
Mystery of Holy Unction: Available for those who are ill or anticipating an operation.

Remember in your prayers: Those who were killed or injured in the Kentucky school shoot-
ing. All who are suffering from loneliness, low self-esteem, self-pity and depression.

Know someone in need of a prayer? Please notify Fr. Rezkallah by Wednesday to ensure
they are included in the following Sunday’s special intentions. Reach Fr. Rezkallah online by
visiting stjacobmelkite.org/prayer-request or by telephone at 858-987-2864.

2018 Envelopes: Envelopes are here. Please be sure to pick yours up in the narthex. If you
have not been assigned an envelope number please see Rami Maria to have one assigned.

Forgot your envelope? Not to worry. Visitor offering envelopes are available in the narthex.

2018 Calendars: This year's calendars are available in the narthex. Please help yourself.
Donations are appreciated.

God grant him many years! Congratulations to Fr. James on the 37th anniversary of his
ordination to the priesthood! May God grant him many more blessed years in peace, health
and happiness.
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THE BISHOP'S APPEAL: There is still time to give!  The annual Bishop’s Appeal of-
ficially ends in all the parishes of the Eparchy on 31 January 2018. If you have not al-
ready done so, please send your gift today so that 100% of our parish will be counted.
If you have already given, please consider sending an additional donation. Your gift
means so much to so many! Let us prepare our hearts for Great Lent by making a sac-
rificial offering to support the vital works of our Melkite Church in the US and our broth-
ers and sisters in need. Bishop’s Appeal donation slips are available in the narthex.
God bless you and your families.

REMEMBER THE MELKITE CHURCH IN YOUR WILL : Give a lasting gift for future genera-
tions of Melkites in America by remembering the Melkite Catholic Church in your will. Simply
add the following statement to your last will and testament: | hereby bequeath to the Mel-
kite Eparchy of Newton the following sum: $ . Contact Bishop NICHOLAS person-
ally to inform him of your generous bequest: 3 VFW Parkway, West Roxbury, MA 02132.
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O LORD GOD, BLESS THE SACRIFICIAL WORSHIP & STEWARD SHIP OF YOUR FAITHFUL SERVANTS

Summary of offerings made on Sunday, January 21

Tithes and Sacrificial Offerings: Member envelopes returned: 13,

Visitor envelopes used: 0, Basket collection: $603, Electronic Attendance: 56
giving: $25, Total tithes: $628 3 members gave $100
Average weekly expenses: $1,200 1 member gave $50
Average offerings made: Members: $14.40, Visitors: $3.38 1 member gave $40

2 members gave $25
6 members gave $20
1 member gave $15
2 members gave $10

Are you a member or a visitor? Members have offering
envelopes. If you consider yourself a member and don’t have
offering envelopes, please see Rami Maria.

Tithe: Represents 10% of our gross income returned to God. 1 member gave $6
Sacrificial giving represents a gift that is a true sacrifice for us to Visitors gave $27
give.

Youth / Young Adults: Please see Dani Maria if you are interested in joining Living In Truth.
Choir Group: Please see Suha Maria if you would like to join the English or Arabic choirs.

Parish Advisory Council: Rami Maria (Chairman), Max Samaan (Vice-Chairman), Rose
Habash (Secretary), Majeda Maria (Ladies Society Chairwoman), Waled Qamoh, Rana Metri
and Micheline Haggar.

Volunteers wanted! Please sign up online at www.stjacobmelkite.org/volunteer or with Fr.
Rezkallah or Rami Maria for the unassigned tasks on the following page. For social hour
preparation and clean-up, please see Hala Shahtout.

Epistle Reading: Sign up to read the Epistle in the church narthex or online.

Volunteer Schedule
Please sign up at stjacobmelkite.org/volunteer if you would like to help!

Date Task Responsible Member(s)
Epistle Reading EN: AR: Laila Khbais
Sunday Welcoming Visitors Waled Qamoh
1/28/2018  Gospel Bearing EN: Emile Shahtout AR: Adli Hanna
Social hour Rose Habash
Epistle Reading EN: AR:
Sunday Welcoming Visitors Max Samaan
2/4/2018  Gospel Bearing EN: AR:
Social hour No Social Hour
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Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom

Variable parts of the Liturgy

Antiphon Prayer

O God of mercy and compassion, Who do not want the sinner to die but to repent and live,
we ask You to shine the Light of your Face upon us. Convert us to You, for the enemy has
deceived us and stripped us of your grace. Restore to us our initial vestment. Open to us the
doors of your great mercy, that we may enter your heavenly Dwellings with the Elect and
praise your glory forever.

For You have sent your Only-begotten Son in forgiveness to the World. Through Him we ren-
der glory, thanksgiving and worship to Your Eternal Father, and to your All-holy, Good and
Life-giving Spirit, now and always and forever and ever.
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Eisodikon: ... who are risen from the dead ... e G e alB e b AN L

Troparion of the Resurrection  (Tone 1)

After the stone was sealed by the Jews and the while the soldiers were watching Your spot-
less body, You rose, O Savior, on the third day, giving life to the world. Wherefore, the heav-
enly powers cried out to you, O Giver of life: “Glory to Your resurrection, O Christ! Glory to
Your kingdom! Glory to Your economy, O You who alone are the lover of mankind!”
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Troparion of St. Jacob, Brother of the Lord (Tone 4)

As a disciple of the Lord, you received the Gospel, O holy Jacob. As a martyr, you displayed
unyielding will. As a brother of God, you have special power with Him. As a hierarch, you
have the right of intercession. Intercede, therefore, with Christ God that he may save our
souls.
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Kondakion of the Prodigal Son  (Tone 3)

When in my wretchedness | ran away from your fatherly love, | squandered in wickedness the
riches You had given me. And so now, like the Prodigal Son, | cry out to You: “I have sinned
in your sight, O Merciful Father: receive me now that | repent and make me as one of your
hired servants.”
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EPISTLE of the Sunday of the Prodigal Son__ 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 (pg. 326)
PROKIMENON (Tone 1) Ps 32:22,1

Reader: May your kindness, O Lord, be upon us, for we have hoped in you.

People: May your kindness, O Lord, be upon us, for we have hoped in you.

Reader: Exult, you just, in the Lord; praise from the upright is fitting.

People: May your kindness, O Lord, be upon us, for we have hoped in you.

Reader: May your kindness, O Lord, be upon us...

People: ...for we have hoped in you.

A READING from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians

BRETHREN, all things are lawful for me, but not all things are fitting. All things are lawful for

me, but | will not be brought under the power of anyone. Food is for the belly, and the belly
for food, but God will destroy both the one and the other. Now, the body is not for immorality,
but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. For God has raised up the Lord and will also
raise us up by his power.

Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall | then take the members of
Christ and make them the members of a prostitute? By no means! Or do you not know that
one who cleaves to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For the two, it is said, shall be
one flesh (Gn.2 : 24). But he who cleaves to the Lord is one spirit with him. Flee immorality.
Every sin a man commits is outside the body, but the immoral man sins against his own
body. Or do you not know that your members are the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you,
whom you have from God and that you are not your own? For you have been bought at a
great price. Glorify God therefore in your body and in your soul which both are God’s.
ALLELUIA (Tone 1) Ps 17:48,50

O God, you granted me retribution and make peoples subject to me and saved me from my
raging enemies.

Stichon: Therefore | will proclaim you, O Lord, among the nations, and | will sing praise to
your name.
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GOSPEL of the 17 ™ Sunday after Holy Cross _ Luke 15: 11-32 (Parable of the Prodigal Son)
The Lord told this parable: “A man had two sons. And the younger of them said to his father,
‘Father, give me the share of the property that falls to me.” And he divided his possessions
between them. And not many days later, the younger son gathered up all his wealth and
traveled to a far country; and there he squandered his fortune in loose living. And after he
had spent all, there came a severe famine over that country, and he began to suffer from it.
And he went and joined one of the local landowners, who sent him to his fields to feed the
pigs. And he longed to fill himself with the pods the pigs were eating, but no one offered to
give them to him. But when he had come to his senses, he said, ‘How many hired men in my
father's house have bread in abundance, while | am perishing with hunger! | will get up and
go to my father, and will say to him, “Father, | have sinned against heaven and before you, |
am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me as one of your hired men.” And he got
up and went to his father. But while he was yet a long way off, his father saw him and was
moved with compassion and ran and fell upon his neck and kissed him. And the son said to
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him, ‘Father, | have sinned against heaven and before you, | am no longer worthy to be called
your son.” But the Father said to his servants, ‘Fetch quickly the best robe and put it on him,
and give him a ring for his finger and sandals for his feet; and bring out the fattened calf and
kill it, and let us eat and make merry; because this my son was dead, and has come to life
again; he was lost, and is found.” And they began to make merry. Now his elder son was in
the field; and as he came close to the house, he heard music and dancing. And calling one
of the servants he asked what this meant. And he said to him, ‘“Your brother has come, and
your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has got him back safe.” But he was an-
gered and would not go in. His father, therefore, came out and began to beg him. But he an-
swered and said to his father, ‘Look, these many years | have been serving you, and have
never disobeyed any of your orders; and yet, you have never given me a kid that | might
make merry with my friends. But when this son of yours comes, who has devoured your
wealth with prostitutes; you have killed for him the fattened calf!’ But he said to him, ‘Son you
are always with me, and all that is mine is yours; but we were bound to make merry and re-
joice, for this your brother was dead, and has come to life; he was lost and is found.”
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Hirmos : “It is truly right ...” 7 as aal g Al A Bal o auda
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Post-communion hymn_: “We have seen the true light...” ...sa8al sl U ylas 58 3) 14 gliall say
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SAINT JACOB MELKITE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
Sunday Divine Liturgy 11 a.m. at Holy Angels Byzantine Catholic Church

Worship address: 2235 Galahad Road, San Diego, CA 92123
Mailing address: PO Box 231328, San Diego, CA 92193
Pastor office address: 4772 Felton Street, San Diego, CA 92116
Phone: 858-987-2864 E-mail: rsamaan@stjacobmelkite.org Web site: stiacobmelkite.org
Fr. Rezkallah Samaan, Pastor/Administrator Deacon Antoine Kabbane, Associate

Saint Jacob Melkite Community is a Greek-Catholic (Eastern Catholic) Community of the
Eparchy of Newton, headed by His Grace, Bishop Nicholas. Liturgical services are celebrated
in Arabic and English. The Eparchy (Diocese) is a part of the Patriarchate of Antioch, headed
by His Beatitude, Patriarch Joseph. “...and in Antioch the disciples were for the first time
called Christians” (Acts 11:26). The Melkite Greek-Catholic Church professes the Orthodox
Faith and maintains full communion with the See of Rome.
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StJacobMelkite StJacobMelkite.org StJacobMelkite  St. Jacob Melkite Comm.
January—February 2018

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
28 29 30 31 1 2 3
Divine Liturgy Three Holy Feast of the Saturday of the

Hierarchs Encounter Dead
Encounter

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Divine Liturgy |Encounter Leave-taking of
Encounter the Encounter
Meat-Fare
1 12 13 14 15 16 17
Divine Liturgy |Great Fast Liturgy of the Akathist Hymn
gg:eis‘fe—feasl‘se Begins Pre-sanctified AY) 301 5) sl
Ves%ers S o aall Al Gifts
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Divine Liturgy Great Akathist Hymn |Finding of the
Sunday of Compline AY) 321 5} ) Head of John
Orthodoxy & sl A the Baptist
25 26 27 28
Divine Liturgy Great
Holy Relics & Compline
Gregory Palamas & a5 A




