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St. Jacob Melkite

Catholic Community

Serving San Diego Since 1990

Sunday of the Ancestors of Christ

On this day the Church commemorates the Holy Ancestors of Christ, and at the same time all the
holy Patriarchs of the Old Testament who prefigured or foretold Christ: Adam the first Father,
Enoch, Melchisedec, Abraham, the friend of God, Isaac, the fruit of the Promise, Jacob and the
twelve patriarchs. Then those who lived under the Law: Moses, Aaron, Josue, Samuel, David,
and the Prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezechiel, the twelve minor prophets, Elias, Eliseus, Zacha-
riah, and John the Baptist, and finally the Virgin Mary, the intermediary between mankind and her
divine Son.

Indeed, the Lord Jesus did not come to abolish the Law and the Prophets, but to redeem human-
ity which bemoaned the weight of evil since Adam, to realize the promise made to Abraham, to
change the Law of fear into the Law of Love, to give resurrection and life to mankind. This feast is
a preparation for the Nativity of Jesus. It places before us the sentiments of anticipation and hope
for His coming among us.

Saints of the Day

Commemoration of the Holy Prophet DANIEL
and of the Three Holy Children ANANIAS, AZARIAS and  MIZAEL

Daniel belonged to the tribe of Juda and descended from the royal line. When still young, he was
led away with his three young companions to Babylon in the year 605 B.C. Chosen for service to
the King of the Assyrians, they received new names: Daniel was named Balthazar; Ananias,
Shadrak; Azarias, Abd-Nagu; and Mizael, Meshak. They were raised in the royal palace and
taught the wisdom of the Chaldeans. Three years later, Daniel, after having interpreted the myste-
rious dream of King Nebuchednezar, and vindicated Suzanna from the unjust accusations of the
two elders, was made governor by the King of the whole province of Babylon and chief prefect of
the Satraps, the Persian major governors, and over all the wise men of Babylon. Under the reign
of Balthazar, Nebuchednezar's son, Daniel explained the handwriting on the palace wall to the
King. When Darius the Mede, also called Cyrus, besieged and occupied Babylon in 538 B.C.,
Daniel was named one of the three great ministers that Cyrus had established to head the one

(Continued on page 2)



(Continued from page 1)

hundred and twenty satraps of his kingdom. Falsely denounced by his enemies, he was thrown
into a lions' den, but, sustained by assistance from on high, he closed the lions mouths. Among
the lions, he was like a shepherd among his ewes.

As for the Three Holy Children, having refused to prostrate themselves before a statue of Ne-
buchednezar, they were thrown into the white-hot furnace. Remaining intact in the middle of the
flames, they glorified God by singing beautiful hymns. Like Christ, the Three Holy Children be-
longed to the tribe of Juda, warranting their memory now, before His birth.

Please remember in your prayers: Those who are sick, suffering or recovering from illness
or injury, especially Madeline Maria and Deacon Michael Maria. Those who have fallen
asleep in the Lord before us, especially Rami Dardas.

Know someone in need of a prayer? Please notify Fr. Rezkallah by Wednesday to ensure
they are included in the following Sunday’s special intentions. Reach Fr. Rezkallah online by
visiting stjacobmelkite.org/prayer-request or by telephone at 858-987-2864.

Forgot your envelope? Not to worry! Visitor envelopes are now available in the narthex.

Bishop’s Appeal 2018: Bishop Nicholas needs your help! Please make sure to write “St.
Jacob, San Diego” on your donations and make your checks out to “Diocese of Newton” for
this year’s Bishop’s Appeal. Donations may also be made easily online at www.melkite.org.

Good Stewards: Waled and Janitte Qamoh and Samir and Mary Shamieh for donating New
Year's Eve raffle prizes. May God bestow abundant blessings on all His faithful stewards.

New Year's Eve 2018: Time is running out for you to get your tickets. We must give the
venue our final number after Christmas Day so make sure to reserve by Christmas . See
stjacobmelkite.org/nye to get your tickets.

Can't go to the New Year's Party? If you can't attend the party but still want a chance to
win one of our amazing prizes, you still can. Raffle tickets for non-attendees are being sold at
mkt.com/st-jacob now. Or see Rami Maria to buy them in person. Don’'t miss your shot!

St. Jacob brings you San Diego’s BEST New Year's Party for 2018

v Best People - YOU! v Best Singer & DJ! v Best Ilmnar Manul '

v Best Raffle Prizes! v Best Room Rate!
v Free Event Parking!

| |

ANNH T B BEIROSRALTORAT) My




O LORD GOD, BLESS THE SACRIFICIAL WORSHIP & STEWARD SHIP OF YOUR FAITHFUL SERVANTS

Summary of offerings made on Sunday, December 10

Tithes and Sacrificial Offerings: Member envelopes returned: 15, Attendance: 48
Visitor envelopes used: 1, Building Fund: $50, Social hour: $70, 1 member gave $150
Basket collection: $794, Electronic giving: $25, Total tithes: $939 | 3 members gave $100
Average weekly expenses: $1,200 2 members gave $50
Average offerings made: Members: $22.03, Visitors: $4.60 1 member gave $40

1 member gave $30
2 members gave $25
3 members gave $20
2 members gave $15

Are you a member or a visitor? Members have offering
envelopes. If you consider yourself a member and don’t have
offering envelopes, please see Rami Maria.

Tithe: Represents 10% of our gross income returned to God. 3 members gave $10
Sacrificial giving represents a gift that is a true sacrifice for us to 1 member gave $6
give. Visitors gave $23

Youth / Young Adults: Please see Dani Maria if you are interested in joining Living In Truth.
Choir Group: Please see Suha Maria if you would like to join the English or Arabic choirs.

Parish Advisory Council: Rami Maria (Chairman), Max Samaan (Vice-Chairman), Rose
Habash (Secretary), Majeda Maria (Ladies Society Chairwoman), Waled Qamoh, Rana Metri
and Micheline Haggar.

Volunteers needed! Please sign up online or with Fr. Rezkallah or Rami Maria for the unas-
signed tasks below. For social hour preparation and clean-up, please see Hala Shahtout.

Christmas Day : Divine Liturgy of St. Basil for the Nativity of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ will be held at 11am on Monday, December 25.

Volunteer Schedule
Please sign up at stjacobmelkite.org/volunteer if you would like to help!

Date Task Responsible Member(s)
Epistle Reading EN: AR:
Sunday Welcoming Visitors Waled Qamoh
12/17/2017  Gospel Bearing EN: Emile Shahtout AR: Adli Hanna
Social hour Rana Metri
Epistle Reading EN: AR:
Sunday Welcoming Visitors Max Samaan
12/24/2017  Gospel Bearing EN: AR:
Social hour No Social Hour
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Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom

Variable parts of the Liturgy

Troparion of the Resurrection  (Tone 3)

Let all in heaven rejoice and all on earth be glad, for the Lord has exerted power with His
arm: By death He has trampled upon Death and has become the firstborn from the dead. He
has delivered us from the bosom of Hades and has granted to the world great mercy.
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Troparion of the Forefathers  (Tone 2)

Through faith, You have justified Your Ancestors, O Christ our God, and through them You
have espoused in advance the Church set apart from the Gentiles. The saints rejoice in glory
because, from the seed of these Ancestors, has come forth the glorious fruit, who gave You
birth without seed. Through their intercession, O Christ God, save our souls.
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Troparion of St. Jacob, Brother of the Lord (Tone 4)

As a disciple of the Lord, you received the Gospel, O holy Jacob. As a martyr, you displayed
unyielding will. As a brother of God, you have special power with Him. As a hierarch, you
have the right of intercession. Intercede, therefore, with Christ God that he may save our
souls.
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Kondakion of the Preparation of the Nativity of the our Lord (Tone 3)

Today the Virgin is on her way to the cave where she will give birth to the eternal Word of
God in an ineffable manner. Rejoice, therefore, O universe, when you hear this news and
glorify with the angles and the shepherds, Him who shall appear as a new child, being God
from all eternity.
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EPISTLE Colossians 3:4-11 (29" Sunday after Pentecost) Sunday of the Forefathers

PROKIMENON (Tone 4) Dn. 3:26,27

Reader: Blessed are You, O Lord, God of our fathers, and Your name is worthy of praise and
glorious forever.

People: Blessed are You, O Lord, God of our fathers, and Your name is worthy of
praise and glorious forever.

Reader: You are just in all You have done to us, and all Your works are true and Your ways
right.

People: Blessed are You, O Lord, God of our fathers, and Your name is worthy of
praise and glorious forever.

Reader: Blessed are You, O Lord, God of our fathers..

People: ...and Your name is worthy of praise and glorious forever.

A READING from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Colossians

BRETHREN, when Christ, our life, appears, then you too shall appear in glory. Put to death

whatever in your members is of the earth: immorality, uncleanness, lust, evil desire, covet-

ousness, which is a form of idol-worship. Because of these passions, God’s wrath comes

upon the sons of disobedience and you yourselves once walked in them when they were your

(way of) life. But now, you too put them all away; anger, wrath, malice, abusive language and

foul-mouthed utterances. Do not lie to one another. Strip off the old man with his deeds and

put on the new, one that is being renewed toward perfect knowledge according to his crea-

tor's image (Cf. Gn. 1:26). Here there is no Gentile and Jew, no circumcised and uncircum-

cised, no Barbarian and Scythian, no slave and freeman, but Christ is all things, and in all.

ALLELUIA (Tone 4) Ps. 98:6, 33:18

Moses and Aaron were among His priests, and Samuel among those who called upon His

name.

Stichon: The just cried out, and the Lord heard them, and He delivered them from all their

trials.
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GOSPEL of the 11 ™ Sunday after Holy Cross _ Luke 14: 16-24 (The Great Feast)

The Lord told this parable, “A certain man gave a great supper, and he invited many. And he
sent his servant at supper time to tell those invited to come, for everything is now ready. And
they all with one accord began to excuse themselves. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a
farm, and | must go out and see it; | pray you hold me excused.” And another said, ‘I have
bought five yoke of oxen, and | am on my way to try them; | pray you hold me excused.” And
another said, ‘| have married a wife, and therefore | cannot come.” And the servant returned,
and reported these things to his master. Then the master of the house became angry and
said to his servant. ‘Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in here the
poor, and the crippled, and the lame, and the blind.” And the servant said, ‘Sir, your order
has been carried out, and still there is room.” Then the master said to the servant, ‘Go out
into the highways and hedges, and make them come in, so that my house may be filled. For
| tell you that none of those who were invited shall taste of my supper." For many are called
but few are chosen.”
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End of year giving options at St. Jacob Melkite Com munity

Cash, Check or Credit Card: In person, by mail (P.O. Box 231328 San Diego, CA 92193) or
securely online at www.stjacobmelkite.org/donate

Recurring EFT from your bank:  Flexible amount / frequency. Contact Rami Maria for setup.
Corporate / Foundation Giving:  Please contact Rami Maria to inquire.

Property: Gifts such as a residential, vacation or commercial property, land, or tangible prop-
erty such as works of art, jewelry, collections and other personal property may be given. Tax
receipts based on assessed value will be provided.

Securities: A great way to avoid capital gains taxes is to donate securities, such as stocks or
bonds. Contact your broker, bank or Rami Maria to get started.

Retirement Assets: Contact your IRA Representative to learn more about how to transfer
contributions to St. Jacob.

Pledges: Pledges can be monthly, quarterly, semi-annually, or annually. Automatic gifts via
EFT or credit card may be set up or manual gift-giving by cash or check is also accepted.
Specific Intentions:  Support of a specific ministry such as Living In Truth Youth and Young
Adults, Ladies Society, Choir, Eastern Christian Formation or the Building Fund is easy. Sim-
ply include with any gift a memo line indicating the ministry you wish to support.

Holy Mysteries

Mysteries of Christian Initiation: 1 month advance notice. Parents and Sponsors must be
practicing Catholics and properly registered in a parish.

Mystery of Holy Crowning: 6 months advance notice. Required: One meeting with Fr. Rez-
kallah and participation in a marriage preparation program approved by the Catholic Church.

Mystery of Reconciliation: Before or after any service or by appointment
Mystery of Holy Unction: Available for those who are ill or anticipating an operation.
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SAINT JACOB MELKITE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

Sunday Divine Liturgy 11 a.m. at Holy Angels Byzantine Catholic Church

Worship address: 2235 Galahad Road, San Diego, CA 92123

Mailing address: PO Box 231328, San Diego, CA 92193

Pastor office address: 4772 Felton Street, San Diego, CA 92116

Phone: 858-987-2864 E-mail: rsamaan@stjacobmelkite.org Web site: stiacobmelkite.org

Fr. Rezkallah Samaan, Pastor/Administrator
Saint Jacob Melkite Community

Deacon Antoine Kabbane, Associate
is a Greek-Catholic (Eastern Catholic) Community of the

Eparchy of Newton, headed by His Grace, Bishop Nicholas. Liturgical services are celebrated
in Arabic and English. The Eparchy (Diocese) is a part of the Patriarchate of Antioch, headed
by His Beatitude, Patriarch Joseph. “...and in Antioch the disciples were for the first time
called Christians” (Acts 11:26). The Melkite Greek-Catholic Church professes the Orthodox
faith and maintains communion with the Church of Rome.
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