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Feast of St. Jacob, Brother of the Lord, first Bish op of Jerusalem 
 

The Holy Apostle Jacob, the Brother of God 
(Adelphotheos) was the son of Righteous Joseph 
the Betrothed of the Most Holy Theotokos. From his 
early years Jacob was a Nazarene, a man espe-
cially dedicated to God. The Nazarenes vowed to 
preserve their virginity, to abstain from wine, to re-
frain from eating meat, and not to cut their hair. The 
vow of the Nazarenes symbolized a life of holiness 
and purity, commanded formerly by the Lord for all 
Israel. When the Savior began to teach the nation 
about the Kingdom of God, Saint Jacob believed in 
Christ and became His apostle. He was chosen as 
the first Bishop of Jerusalem. 
Saint Jacob presided over the Council of Jerusalem 
and his word was decisive (Acts 15). In his thirty 
years as bishop, Saint Jacob converted many of the 
Jews to Christianity. Annoyed by this, the Pharisees 
and the Scribes plotted together to kill him. They led 
the saint up on the pinnacle of the Jerusalem Tem-
ple and asked what he thought of Jesus. The holy Apostle began to bear witness that Christ 
is the Messiah, which was not the response the Pharisees were expecting. Greatly angered, 
the Jewish teachers threw him off the roof. The saint did not die immediately, but gathering 
his final strength, he prayed to the Lord for his enemies while they were stoning him. Saint 
Jacob’s martyrdom occurred about 62 A.D. 
The holy Apostle Jacob composed a Divine Liturgy (which we are celebrating today), which 
formed the basis of the Liturgies of Saints Basil the Great and John Chrysostom. The Church 
has preserved an Epistle of Saint James (Jacob), one of the books of the New Testament. 
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Please remember in your prayers:  The victims of the recent massacre in Las Vegas and 
the fires in Northern California. Those who are recovering from injury or illness, especially 
Samir Shamieh and those injured in Las Vegas. Fr. Choukri Sabagh, who is undergoing sur-
gery, and Fr. Ed Kakaty, who is retiring, this week. 

Know someone in need of a prayer? Please notify Fr. Rezkallah by Wednesday to ensure 
they are included in the following Sunday’s special intentions. Reach Fr. Rezkallah online by 
visiting https://stjacobmelkite.org/prayer-request or by telephone at 858-987-2864. 

Are you a visitor? Welcome! Please take a moment to fill out a visitor information form near 
the entrance of the church after the Divine Liturgy. 

Choir Practice TOMORROW:  Monday, October 23, at the Religious Education Center at 
7pm. 

New Year’s Eve 2018:  Tickets are on sale now for our New Year’s Eve Party! Table reserva-
tions are first-come, first-served, so don’t delay buying your tickets! Flyers are available in the 
narthex of the church and in the social hall. See stjacobmelkite.org/nye for more information. 

Be a parish correspondent for SOPHIA magazine: Would you like to report our parish 
events in SOPHIA Magazine as a correspondent from the St. Jacob Community? You can 
submit articles and photos of significant events for publication in "Around the Eparchy" in 
each issue.  SOPHIA is especially looking for news about special liturgies, community pro-
grams, educational events, and cooperation with other churches. Reports about parties and 
dinner events are not published unless there is a special reason to do so. All articles are ed-
ited for grammar and style. Cell phone photos often do not reproduce well. If you are inter-
ested in writing for SOPHIA please ask Fr. Rezkallah’s permission and then notify SOPHIA 
by sending an e-mail to sophiamelkite@gmail.com and you will be made the official corre-
spondent for St. Jacob. 

COMMUNITY LUNCHEON TODAY: Following the Divine Liturgy, we all will gather together 
at Al Azayem #2 Restaurant in El Cajon for a community luncheon celebrating 27 years in 
San Diego! There are 2 locations. Please make sure to go to 1142 E. Main St. 
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Good Stewards:  Hanna and Janette Boghos for sponsoring the 2018 calendars for St. Jacob 
Community. The members of the choir who practiced the hymns for today’s special liturgy. 
May God bless all His faithful stewards. 
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Youth Group:  Please see Dani Maria if you are interested in joining Living In Truth (LIT). 

Choir Group: Please see Suha Maria if you would like to join the English or Arabic choirs. 

Summary of offerings made on Sunday, October 15  

Attendance: 52 

2 members gave $100 
3 members gave $40 
3 members gave $25 
4 members gave $20 
2 members gave $15 
3 members gave $10 
1 member gave $6 
Visitors gave $152 

Tithes and Sacrificial Offerings: Envelopes returned: 13 
Electronic giving: $125, Basket collection: $558, Social hour: 
$57, Total tithes: $740 

Average weekly expenses: $1,200 

Average offerings made: Members: $16.66, Visitors: $50.67 

Are you a member or a visitor? Members have offering 
envelopes. If you consider yourself a member and don’t have 
offering envelopes, please see Rami Maria. 

Tithe: Represents 10% of our gross income returned to God. 
Sacrificial giving represents a gift that is a true sacrifice for us 
to give. 

O LORD GOD, BLESS THE SACRIFICIAL WORSHIP & STEWARD SHIP OF YOUR FAITHFUL SERVANTS 

Parish Advisory Council:  Rami Maria (Chairman), Max Samaan (Vice-Chairman), Rose 
Habash (Secretary), Majeda Maria (Ladies Society Chairwoman), Waled Qamoh, Rana Metri 
and Micheline Haggar. 

Volunteer Schedule  
(please sign up with Fr. Rezkallah if your family would like to volunteer) 

Volunteers needed!  Please sign up with Fr. Rezkallah or Rami Maria for the unassigned 
tasks below. For social hour preparation and clean-up, please see Hala Shahtout. 

Epistle Reading:  The sign up sheet for those who would like to read the Epistle is in the 
white binder on the podium with the visitor information forms in the church narthex. 

Date Task Responsible Member(s) 

Sunday 
10/22/2017 

Readings OT (EN): Juliette Linholm NT (AR): Hanna Maria 

Welcoming Visitors Max Samaan 

Gospel Bearing EN: Adli Hanna 

Social hour  Community Lunch at Al Azayem 2 (1142 E Main St. El Cajon) 

Epistle Reading EN:  AR:  

Welcoming Visitors Rami Maria 

Gospel Bearing EN:  AR:  

Social hour  Odette Sekula 

Sunday 
10/29/2017  
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Divine Liturgy of St. Jacob (James), Brother of God  
 
LESSON: Jeremiah 26:8-15 (October 23) 
And when Jeremiah had finished speaking all that the Lord had commanded him to speak to 
all the people, then the priests and the prophets and all the people laid hold of him, saying, 
“You shall die! Why have you prophesied in the name of the Lord, saying, ‘This house shall 
be like Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate, without inhabitant’?” And all the people gath-
ered about Jeremiah in the house of the Lord. 
When the princes of Judah heard these things, they came up from the king’s house to the 
house of the Lord and took their seat in the entry of the New Gate of the house of the Lord. 
Then the priests and the prophets said to the princes and to all the people, “This man de-
serves the sentence of death, because he has prophesied against this city, as you have 
heard with your own ears.” 
Then Jeremiah spoke to all the princes and all the people, saying, “The Lord sent me to 
prophesy against this house and this city all the words you have heard. Now therefore amend 
your ways and your doings, and obey the voice of the Lord your God, and the Lord will repent 
of the evil which he has pronounced against you. But as for me, behold, I am in your hands. 
Do with me as seems good and right to you. Only know for certain that if you put me to death, 
you will bring innocent blood upon yourselves and upon this city and its inhabitants, for in 
truth the Lord sent me to you to speak all these words in your ears.” 
ALLELUIA  (Ps. 18:5,2)  
Through all the earth, their voice resounds, and to the ends of the world their message. 
Stichon: The heavens declare the glory of God and the firmament proclaims the work of his 
hands. 
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EPISTLE: Galatians 1:11-19 (20th Sunday after Pentecost) 
Prokimenon (Tone 3) 
Sing praise to our God, sing praise! 
Sing praise to our King, sing praise! 
Stichon: All you peoples, clap your hands! 
Shout to God with cries of gladness! 
READING from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians 
BRETHREN, I give you to understand that the Good News that was announced to you by me 
is not of man. For I did not receive it from man, nor was it taught to me [by man], but I re-
ceived it by a revelation from Jesus Christ. For you have heard of the way I lived before in 
Judaism: how I persecuted the Church of God and ravaged it beyond measure. And I ad-
vanced in Judaism above many of my contemporaries in my nation, showing much more zeal 
for the traditions of my fathers. But when it pleased him who from my mother’s womb set me 
apart and called me by his grace, to reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the 
Gentiles, immediately, without taking counsel with flesh and blood and without going up to 
Jerusalem to those who were appointed apostles before me, I retired into Arabia and again 
returned to Damascus. Then after three years I went to Jerusalem to see Peter, and I re-
mained with him fifteen days. But I saw none of the other apostles, except Jacob, the Lord’s 
brother. 
ALLELUIA  (Ps. 88:6,8) 
The heavens shall proclaim your wonders, O Lord, and your truth in the assembly of the 
saints. 
Stichon: God is glorified in the council of his saints, great and awesome to all those around 
him. 
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GOSPEL: MATTHEW 13:54-58 (7th Monday after Pentecost) 
THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. MATTHEW THE EVANGE LIST 
AT that time when Jesus had come to his own country, he began to teach them in their syna-
gogue, so that they were astonished, and said, “How did this man come by this wisdom and 
these miracles? Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is not his mother called Mary, and his breth-
ren James and Joseph and Simon and Jude? And his sisters, are they not all with us? Then 
where did he get all this?” And they took offense at him. But Jesus said the them, “a prophet 
is not without honor except in his own country, and in his own house.” And because of their 
unbelief, he did work many miracles there. 
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Mysteries of Christian Initiation: 1 month advance notice. Parents and Sponsors must be 
practicing Catholics and properly registered in a parish. 
Mystery of Holy Crowning: 6 months advance notice. Required: One meeting with Fr. Rez-
kallah and participation in a marriage preparation program approved by the Catholic Church. 

Mystery of Reconciliation: Before or after any service or by appointment 
Mystery of Holy Unction: Available for those who are ill or anticipating an operation. 

Holy Mysteries  



- 7 - 

 

 

Saints of the Day for October 22  
 

Commemoration of the Holy ABERCIUS, 
Equal-of-the-Apostles, Bishop of Hierapolis, the Wo nderworker, 

and of the SEVEN HOLY CHILDREN martyred at Ephesus   
 

Abercius was Bishop of Hierapolis in Phrygia Salutaris under Emperor Mark Anthony (161-180), and died around 
the end of the Second century. He had his epitaph engraved during his lifetime, in the symbolic form of the First 
century Christians: "The citizen of an eminent city, I made this tomb...My name is Abercius. I am the disciple of a 
chaste shepherd who feeds his flock of ewes on mountains and plains; who has very great eyes which see every-
thing. He taught me the faithful Scriptures. He sent me to Rome to behold the Sovereign City and to see the Queen 
in golden raiment and golden shoes. There I saw a people who wear a splendid seal..., and everywhere faith led 
me. Everywhere it served me a fish from the spring, mighty and pure, whom a pure Virgin caught. It gave fish with-
out ceasing to friends to eat. It has a delicious wine which it gives with bread...Let the brother who understands 
pray for Abercius..." This tombstone is now found in Rome, in the Lateran Museum. 

It is said that the seven brothers of Ephesus were walled up alive in a grotto around 250 by Optimus, the proto-
consul of Asia, under Emperor Decius. The legend says that they were restored to life for a time, three hundred 
years after their martyrdom. It is interesting to note that this legend is also told in the Koran. 
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SAINT JACOB MELKITE (BYZANTINE) CATHOLIC COMMUNITY  

Sunday Divine Liturgy 11 a.m. at Holy Angels Byzantine Catholic Church 

Worship address: 2235 Galahad Road, San Diego, CA 92123 
Mailing address: PO Box 231328, San Diego, CA 92193 

Pastor office address: 4772 Felton Street, San Diego, CA 92116 

Phone: 858-987-2864     E-mail: rsamaan@stjacobmelkite.org     Web site: stjacobmelkite.org 

Fr. Rezkallah Samaan, Pastor/Administrator       Deacon Antoine Kabbane, Associate 

St. Jacob Melkite Community is a Melkite Greek-Catholic Community of the Eparchy 
(Diocese) of Newton, led by His Grace, Bishop Nicholas. Liturgical services are celebrated in 
Arabic and English. The Eparchy is a part of the Patriarchate of Antioch, led by His Beatitude, 
Patriarch Joseph. “...and in Antioch the disciples were for the first time called Chris-
tians” (Acts 11:26). The Melkite Greek-Catholic Church maintains the Orthodox faith while 
also being in communion with the Catholic Church of Rome. 

Event Calendar  
(more details available on website - www.stjacobmelkite.org) 

October 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

Divine Liturgy 

2 3 4 

LIT Bible Study 

5 6 

Feast of St. 
Thomas 

7 

8 

Divine Liturgy 

9 

Feast of St. 
James 

10 11 12 13 14 

15 

Divine Liturgy 

16 

LIT Bible Study 

 

17 18 

Feast of St. 
Luke 

19 

 

20 21 

Choir Practice 

22 

Divine Liturgy 

Community 
Luncheon 

23 

Feast of St. 
Jacob, Brother 
of the Lord 

Choir Practice 

24 25 26 

Feast of St. 
Demetrios & 
The Great 
Earthquake 

27 28 

29 

Divine Liturgy 

30 

 

31     

Like Us 

 
facebook.com/StJacobMelkite 

Visit Us 

 
stjacobmelkite.org 

Follow Us 

 
twitter.com/SJMelkite 


