
Master of Arts in Theology

The Master of Arts in Theology (M.A.T.) is a 
graduate-level two-year theological program 
of Eastern Christian studies.  The M.A.T. degree 
prepares students for lay leadership by provid-
ing a systematic theological framework and 
is seen as a necessary prerequisite for future 
doctoral-level studies.

This degree, which can be completed in a two 
to six year time-frame, offers students the 
opportunity to grow as members of a unique, 
committed learning community in the rich  
tradition of the Byzantine Catholic Church for 
the benefit of the Church, their parishes, and 
their own spiritual lives.

Testimonials

My time of study at the Seminary has broadened  
my theological understanding, challenged my  
intellect, and deepened my spiritual reflection.   
The community pursues God’s truth in a spirit of  
joy and grace that is palpable both in and outside  
the classroom.  I would strongly recommend  
Ss. Cyril and Methodius to anyone interested in  
graduate theological study in general and in the  
orientale lumen in particular.
Geoffrey, now a member of the Byzantine  
Catholic Seminary faculty

I plan to use my M.A.T. for teaching and believe my 
education at the Seminary enhances my ability to  
do this.  As the professors at the Seminary are  
teaching me, they are also showing me how to  
teach others.  The educational tools provided  
have ranged from the standard research paper,  
developing and presenting classroom lectures,  
constructing historical interviews, book reviews, 
poster presentations, group projects, and even  
a Socratic dialogue!  I am confident I have been  
exposed to comprehensive scholastic experiences  
I can share with future students.
Helenanne 

The Seminary’s M.A.T. program steps out of the  
classroom and into life!  And the reason is simple:  
every course emphasizes the immediate presence of 
Christ in scripture, liturgy, the Church, and our lives.   
I don’t know of anything else that can possibly  
make our lives more meaningful than this reality.
Chris

 

Mission

As the Byzantine Catholic Seminary, we  
continue the mission mandate of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, “…teaching them to observe all 
things that I have commanded you…”  
(Matthew 28:20).

As a Catholic community of formation, we dis-
cern and nurture the gift of vocation granted 
by the Holy Spirit to those men called to a life 
of ordained ministry.

As a theological center of learning, we hand on 
the Tradition of the Christian East for those men 
and women who seek to serve and enrich the 
life of the Church and world today.
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The Master of Arts in Theology program is 
authorized by the Pennsylvania Department of 
Education and accredited by the Association of 
Theological Schools (A.T.S.).

Candidates for the MAT degree must complete 
the required curriculum of 53 credits with a 
cumulative G.P.A. of at least 3.0.

Each candidate chooses a focus (at least  
3 courses) of either Dogmatic Theology,  
Liturgical Theology, Pastoral Theology (includes 
Clinical Pastoral Education), or Sacred Scripture. 

Based on this focus, M.A.T. students will choose 
either comprehensive exams or a thesis project 
in consultation with an academic advisor for the 
fulfillment of the M.A.T. degree.

The degree can be completed in two years with 
full time study.  Part-time students have a six 
year limit to complete the program.  With the 
permission of the Academic Dean, a total of 15 
hours of compatible graduate-level theological 
studies may be completed at other institutions.  
Any grade below a B- does not transfer.

The M.A.T. curriculum includes seven intro-
ductory courses, most of which are offered by 
Byzantine Online, the virtual learning branch of 
the Seminary program.

For over 65 years, the Byzantine Catholic  
Seminary’s program of human, spiritual,  
intellectual, and pastoral formation has consti-
tuted the pillars of daily life for men discerning  
a call to ordained service in the Catholic Church.

For over a decade, our doors have been open  
to qualified men and women interested in  
furthering their education or in developing 
themselves according to the spiritual and  
theological vision of the Byzantine Catholic 
tradition.

The rich theological and spiritual tradition  
of the Byzantine Catholic Church is an  
ever-flowing fountain from which all may drink 
and be nourished, enriched, and challenged  
by what is learned.

Come be a part of a Theological Center   
of Learning at the Byzantine Catholic  
Seminary of Saints Cyril and Methodius  
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
For more information, contact us at
www.bcs.edu   
(click graduate studies on home page)
412-321-8383
3605 Perrysville Avenue
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania   
15214-2229

Objectives

The MAT degree program prepares candidates  
for further study, research, and teaching who will 
be able to:

•	� read the primary sources of Byzantine  
Catholic Tradition contextually and critically;

•	� employ appropriate methodologies in the 
study of Sacred Scripture, Dogmatic Theology, 
Liturgical Theology and Pastoral Theology;

•	� undertake independent theological research;

•	� engage in clear theological discourse both  
in writing and in speech;

•	� integrate various theological disciplines and 
methods into a coherent and relevant vision  
of Byzantine Catholic faith.


