Sunday, May 21, 2017 Christ is Risen! Indeed He is  Risen!
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St. Jacob Melkite

Catholic Community

Serving San Diego Since 1990

After the Midfeast (John 7:14), the Lord Jesus
Christ came to the Temple again and taught the
people who came to Him (John 8:2). After leav-
ing the Temple, He opened the eyes of a man
“who was blind from his birth (John 9:1). The
miracle described in today’s Gospel (John 9:1-
38) is even more remarkable than it might seem '
at first. Saint Basil and other Fathers tell us that
this was not just a case of giving sight to a blind
man born with eyes that did not function, but to
someone who had no eyes at alll The Gospel
says, “Since the world began, it was not heard 5
that any man opened the eyes of one who was =
born blind” (John 9:32). There are examples in
the Old (Tobit 2:17) and New (Mark 8:22-26)
Testaments of blind people receiving sight, but
this is something completely unprecedented.
The Savior placed clay in the man’s empty sock- 2
ets and told him to wash in the pool of Siloam. When he obeyed these instructions, the eyes of clay
became living eyes!

Saint of the Day

Commemoration of the Holy and Glorious Constantine (280-337) and
Helen (+329), the great Sovereigns and Equals-to-th  e-Apostles

The holy and great Emperor Constantine was the son of Constantius Chlorus, Caesar of the Western
provinces of the Roman empire. He was born around 280 in Naissus, near the Dardanelles. Upon his
father's death in 306, he was proclaimed Caesar and his successor on the throne. Learning that Max-
entius and Maximin had formed a league against him, he invaded Italy in 312. It is there that, advanc-
ing to the head of his troops one afternoon, he saw in the sky a luminous column in the form of a cross

beneath the sun with this inscription: "By this you will conquer.” He engaged in battle on October 29,
(Continued on page 2)



(Continued from page 1)

near Pons Milvius. Maxentius was conquered and, when pursued, crowned himself in the Tiber River.
The next day, Constantine triumphantly entered Rome. The Senate proclaimed him Augustus and Em-
peror of the West, whereas Licinius remained master of the East. In 313, an edict was promulgated at
Milan by the two Emperors allowing full liberty to everyone to render worship to God as he wished.
Jealous, Licinius again persecuted the Christians. Constantine, having defeated him on two occasions,
had him killed in 324. Thus he was left the sole Emperor of East and West. All persecutions against
the Church stopped, and Christianity triumphed. It is at this time that he lay the foundations of Con-
stantinople, the city named after him. It was surnamed "New Rome" because the imperial seat was
transferred there from "Old Rome." Desiring to exactly know the true faith, Constantine gathered all the
bishops in the land of Nicaea in 325. They confirmed the True faith and proclaimed the Son consub-
stantial with the Father, anathematizing Arius, his followers, and their blasphemy. The Council was
presided over by Osius, the Bishop of Cordova, Spain, and by Vitus and Vincentius, priests of the Ro-
man Church and legates of Pope Silvester. Saint Constantine sent his mother to Jerusalem in 326 to
find the sacred wood upon which Christ our God according to the Flesh was crucified. Helen discov-
ered it in 327. She returned to Constantinople and then went to Rome to die in 329. Constantine fell
sick in Nicomedia. He asked for and received holy Baptism and died on May 22, 337. Transported
back to Constantinople, his remains were deposited in the Church of the Holy Apostles which he him-
self had built. Saint Helen died an octogenarian in 329. She was buried in a prophyry sarcophagus in a
round church in Rome, on the so-called Lavicana Way. This sarcophagus is now preserved in the Vati-
can Palace.

Good Stewards: Max Samaan and all the members of the Parish Advisory Council who
worked together to put together last week’s luncheon. The anonymous donor who donated
the roses for last week’s Mother’s Day celebration. May God reward all His faithful stewards.

Please remember in your prayers: all those who are sick or recovering from iliness .

Know someone in need of a prayer?  Notify Fr. Rezkallah by Wednesday to ensure they
are included in the following Sunday’s special intentions. Reach Fr. Rezkallah using our web-
site at https://stjacobmelkite.org/prayer-request or by telephone at 858-987-2864.

MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP: His Grace, Bishop NICHOLAS is pleased to announce the
establishment of two new Melkite Outreaches to serve the needs of our Melkite faithful: one
in Las Vegas, Nevada, and one in Palm Springs, California. At this time, we are attempting to
contact all our Melkite brothers and sisters who live in these areas. If you know any Melkites
in these places please send their names and contact information to Father James Babcock
for Las Vegas, and Father George Bisharat for Palm Springs. Please pray for the success of
these new initiatives of our Melkite Church.

Melkite Liturgy in Palm Springs:  The first Melkite Divine Liturgy will be celebrated on Sun-
day, June 11 at 11am by Fr. George Bisharat at 204 South Calle EI Segundo, Palm Springs.

PENTACOSTARION at St. Jacob Community

Sunday, May 21 Sunday of the Blind Man
Thursday, May 25 Feast of the Ascension
Sunday, May 28 Sunday of the Holy Fathers

Sunday, June 4 Holy and Glorious Pentecost Sunday
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O LORD GOD, BLESS THE SACRIFICIAL WORSHIP & STEWARD SHIP OF YOUR FAITHFUL SERVANTS

Sunday, May 14

Tithes and Sacrificial Offerings: Automatic withdrawal: $125, Attendance: 54
Basket collection: $805, Total tithes: $930 4 members gave $100
Average weekly expenses: $1,200 1 member gave $50

1 member gave $40
3 members gave $25
7 members gave $20
1 member gave $15

Are you a member or a visitor? Members have offering envelopes.
If you consider yourself a member and don’t have offering enve-
lopes, please see Rami Maria.

Tithe: Represents 10% of our gross income returned to God. 1 member gave $10
Sacrificial giving represents a gift that is a true sacrifice for us to 1 member gave $5
give. Visitors gave $195

English Choir Practice: Please see Rami Maria if you would like to join the English choir.

Are you a visitor? Welcome! Please take a moment to fill out a visitor information form near
the entrance of the church on your way out today.

Parish Advisory Council:  Rami Maria (Chairman), Max Samaan (Vice-Chairman), Rose
Habash (Secretary), Majeda Maria (Ladies Society Chairwoman), Waled Qamoh, Rana Metri,
Steve Saed and Victoria Haddad.

Thank you! Thank you to all who joined us at last week’s Mother’'s Day Luncheon and made
it a great success.

Volunteers needed! Please sign up with Fr. Rezkallah or Rami Maria for the unassigned
tasks below. For coffee hour preparation and clean-up, please sign up with Majeda Maria.

Epistle Reading: A new sign up sheet is available for those who would like to read the Epis-
tle. Please sign up in the church narthex.

Volunteer Schedule
(please sign up with Fr. Rezkallah if your family would like to volunteer)

Date Task Responsible Member(s)
Epistle Reading EN: AR:
Sunday Welcoming Visitors Waled Qamoh
5/21/2017  Gospel Bearing EN: Emile Shahtout AR: Adli Hanna
Coffee hour Odette Sekula
Epistle Reading EN: AR:
Sunday Welcoming Visitors Steve Saed
5/28/2017  Gospel Bearing EN: AR:
Coffee hour Juliette Linholm
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Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom

Antiphon Prayer : BHDL p. 490)
O Christ God, Sun of Justice, You touched the man who was blind since his birth and restored to him his sight.

Enlighten our minds. Make us children of Light, so that we may cry out to You full of faith: your mercy is beyond
description.
For YcE)u are our Light and our Sanctification, O Christ God, and to You we render glory, thanksgiving and worship,
and to your Eternal Father and your All-holy, Good and Life-giving Spirit, now and always and forever and ever.
People : Amen
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Antiphons of the Pascha _ (BDW p. 861), (PLC p. 464), (ED p. 764)
First Antiphon
1. Shout joyfully to God, all you on earth.
Through the prayers of the Mother of God, O Savior save us!
2. Sing praise to the glory of his name; proclaim h is glorious praise.
3. Sayto God how tremendous are your deeds! For yo  ur great strength your enemies fawn upon
You.
Glory be.... Now and always...
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Hymns
Troparion of the resurrection (5th Tone)
Let us, O faithful, * praise and worship the word, * coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, * born of the Virgin for
our Salvation; * for He was pleased to be lifted in the flesh upon the cross * and to endure death * and to raise the
dead by His glorious resurrection.
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Troparion of Constantine and Helena (Tone)

O Lord, your disciple, Emperor Constantine, who saw in the sky the Sign of your Cross, accepted the call that
came straight from You, as it happened to Paul, and not from any man. He built his capital and entrusted it to
your care. Preserve our country in everlasting peace, through the intercession of the Mother of God, for You

alone are the Lover of Mankind.
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Troparion of St. Jacob, Brother of the Lord (4th To  ne) (Horologion p. 847)
As a disciple of the Lord, you received the Gospel, O holy Jacob. As a martyr, you displayed unyielding will. As a
brother of God, you have special power with Him. As a hierarch, you have the right of intercession. Intercede
therefore with Christ God that he may save our souls. )
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Kondakion of Pascha, 2 " or 8" Tone

Though You went down in the tomb, O Immortal One, You overthrew the power of Hades, and rose victorious, O
Christ God, Your greeted the Ointment Bearing Women, saying: Rejoice! You gave peace to your Apostles, and to

those who had fallen resurrection.
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All of you who have been baptized ... Lislla | albewsd 38 maccall caidaie) gaally () Al
EPISTLE: ACTS 26:1,12-20
Prokimenon

Through all the earth, their voice resounds, and to the ends of the world their message.

Stichon: The heavens declare God'’s glory and the firmament proclaims the work of his hands.

Reading from the Acts of the Apostles

In those days, when Agrippa Said to Paul, “You are permitted to speak for yourself,” Paul stretched out his hand
and began his defense.

“While | was traveling on this business to Damascus with authority and permission from the chief priests, at mid-
day, O King, | saw on the way a light from heaven brighter than the sunshine around me and my companions.
We all fell to the ground, and | heard a voice saying to me Hebrew, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me? It is
hard for you to kick against the goad.” And | said, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ And the Lord said, ‘| am Jesus you are
persecuting. But rise and stand upon your feet: for | have appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint you to be
a minister and a witness to what you have seen, and of the visions you shall have of me; delivering you from the
people and from the nations, to whom | am now sending you, to open their eyes that they may turn from darkness
to light, and from the dominion of Satan to God; that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance
among those sanctified by faith in me.’

Therefore, King Agrippa, | was not disobedient to the heavenly vision; but first to the people of Damascus and
Jerusalem, and then all over Judea and the Gentiles, | set about declaring that they should repent and turn to
God, doing work befitting their repentance.”

ALLELUIA (Tone 1)

| have exalted one chosen out of my people.

I have found David my servant, and anointed him with holy chrism.
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Gospel of the Feast : John 9:1-38 p. 37

THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST

At that time as Jesus was passing by, he saw a man blind from birth. And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who
has sinned, this man or his parents, that he should be born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither has this man sinned
nor have his parents, but the works of God were to be made manifest in him. | must do the works of the one who
sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. As long as | am in the world | am the Light of the
world.” When he had said these things, he spat on the ground and made clay with the spittle, and spread the clay
over the man’s eyes, and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam (which is interpreted ‘sent’).” So he went
away, and washed, and returned seeing. The neighbors therefore and those who had seen earlier that he was
blind began saying, “Is not this the man who used to sit and beg?” Some said, “It is.” But others said, “He only
looks like him.” Yet, the man declared, “I am the one.” They therefore asked him, “How were your eyes opened?”
He answered and said, “The man who is called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to
the pool of Siloam and wash.” And | went and washed, and | see.” And they asked him, “Where is he?” He said, “I
do not know.” They took the man who had been blind to the Pharisees. Now, it was a Sabbath on which Jesus
made the clay and opened his eyes. Again, therefore, the Pharisees asked him: how he received his sight. But he
said to them, “He put clay upon my eyes, and | washed, and | see.” Therefore some of the Pharisees said, “This
man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner work
these signs?” And there was a division among them. Again therefore they said to the blind man, “What do you say
of the one who opened your eyes?” But he said, “He is a prophet.” he Jews therefore did not believe of him that he
had been blind and had got his sight, until they called the parents of the one who had gained his sight, and ques-
tioned them, saying, “Is this your son, of whom you say he was born blind? How then does he now see?” His par-
ents answered them and said, “We know this is our son, and that he was born blind; but how he now sees we do
not know, or who opened his eyes we ourselves do not know. Ask him; he is of age, let him speak for himself.”
These things his parents said because they feared the Jews. For already the Jews had agreed that if anyone were
to confess him to be the Christ, he should be put out of the synagogue. This is why his parents said, “He is of age;
guestion him.” They therefore called a second time the man who had been blind, and said to him, “Give glory to
God! We ourselves know this man is a sinner.” He therefore said, “Whether he is a sinner, | do not know. One
thing | do know, that whereas | was blind, now | see.” They therefore asked him again, “What did he do to you?
How did he open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you already, but you did not listen. Why would you
hear a second time? Would you also become his disciples?” They heaped abuse on him therefore and said, “You
are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know God spoke to Moses; but as for this man, we do not
know where he is from.” In answer the man said to them, “Why herein is the marvel, that you do not know where
he is from, and yet he opened my eyes. Now we know God does not hear sinners; but if anyone is a worshipper of
God, and does his will, him he hears. Not from the beginning of the world has it been heard that anyone opened
the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” They answered and said to
him, “You were altogether born in sins, and do you teach us?” And they turned him out. Jesus heard they had
turned him out, and when he had found him, said to him, “Do you believe in the Son of God?” He answered and
said, “Who is he, Lord, that | may believe in him?” And Jesus said to him, “You have both seen him, and he it is
who speaks with you.” And he said, “I believe, Lord.” And falling down, he worshipped him.
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Hymn to the Theotokos : “The Angel cried out...”
The angel cried out to the one who is full of grace: "Hail, O Immaculate Virgin! Hail, again! For your Son is risen
from the tomb on the third day!" Shine, shine, O new Jerusalem, for the glory of the Lord has shone upon you.
Rejoice and be glad, O Sion; and you, O Pure One, O Mother of God, exult in the resurrection of your Son!
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Kinonikon : BDW p. 864, Edelby p.769
Receive the Body of Christ and taste the Source of Immortality. Alleluia. (repeated instead of “Receive me now...”
during the communion of the faithful)
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Post-Communion Hymn _: “Christ is risen ...” (once) (8353 0) ol pranaal) i (... L% A8Y) Jay

After Blessed is our God at all times _: Let our mouths... as usual. .
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Instead of Blessed is the name of the Lord __...The Troparion of Pascha (3 times)
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Apolysis : “...Who is risen from the dead...”

After the dismissal, the celebrant holding the Pasc hal Candle, proclaims:
"Christ is Risen!” (Three times)

R: “He is truly Risen!"

"Glory to the Resurrection of Christ on the third day!”

R: “We adore his holy Resurrection on the third day!"



SAINT JACOB MELKITE-GREEK (BYZANTINE) CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
Sunday Divine Liturgy 11 a.m. at Holy Angels Byzantine Catholic Church
Worship address: 2235 Galahad Road, San Diego, CA 92123
Mailing address: PO Box 231328, San Diego, CA 92193
Phone: 858-987-2864 E-mail: rsamaan@stjacobmelkite.org Web site: stiacobmelkite.org
Fr. Rezkallah Samaan, Administrator; Deacon Antoine Kabbane, Associate
St. Jacob Melkite Community is a Melkite-Greek Catholic Community of the Eparchy of
Newton headed by His Grace, Bishop Nicholas. Liturgical services are celebrated in Arabic
and English. The Eparchy (Diocese) is a part of the Patriarchate of Antioch. “...and in Antioch
the disciples were for the first time called Christians” (Acts 11:26). The Melkite-Greek Catho-
lic Church maintains communion with the Roman Catholic Church.

Holy Mysteries
Mysteries of Christian Initiation: 1 month advance notice. Parents and Sponsors must be
practicing Catholics and properly registered in a parish.
Mystery of Holy Crowning: 6 months advance notice. Required: One meeting with Fr. Rez-
kallah and participation in a marriage preparation program approved by the Catholic Church.
Mystery of Reconciliation:  Before or after any service or by appointment
Mystery of Holy Anointing:  Available for those who are ill or anticipating an operation.
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twitter.com/SJMelkite stjacobmelkite.org facebook.com/StJacobMelkite

Event Calendar
(more details available on website - www.stjacobmelkite.org)

May 2017
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Divine Liturgy
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Divine Liturgy
Mother’s Day
Luncheon
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Divine Liturgy Feast of the
Ascension
28 29 30 31
Divine Liturgy




